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College welcomes Aid reductions pain students
administrators
EMILY SAKAMOTO
NEWS EDITOR

MCKENNA TRIMBLE | STAFF WRITER

To usher in the new year, Kenyon has named Diane C. Anci as the College’s next dean of admissions and financial aid and Meredith Harper Bonham ’92 as the incoming vice president of student
affairs. Both will start work on July 1 of this year.
A search committee chaired by College trustee
Larry James and composed of faculty, staff and
students reviewed numerous applications in search
of Kenyon’s next dean of admissions and financial
aid. The search committee was guided by Lahti
Search Consultants, an executive search firm that
specializes in searching for candidates for enrollment positions in colleges and universities.
Hanning Wong ’16, a student representative on
the committee, said the group was looking for an
applicant who not only understood the nuances of
the dynamic relationship between administrators
and students, but who also harbored a passion for
the liberal arts. “We wanted someone … who really
subscribed to the idea of the liberal arts, the Kenyon ethos and the commitment to students that the
administration has,” he said.

“We sold one of our cars to
pay for college,” Susan, whose
name has been changed to preserve her privacy, said. “That
was just for the first semester.”
Rarely has a student had
to leave Kenyon due to a drastic shift in their financial aid
package, according to Director
of Financial Aid Craig Daugherty, but it has happened before.
For the 2014-2015 academic year, the College budgeted
approximately $7 million per
class for need-based and merit
aid — $28 million in total. The
sticker price of a Kenyon education, including room and
board, is $58,890 per year. Domestic students are required to
re-submit the College-designated PROFILE as well as the
federal FAFSA forms each year
to qualify for both institutional
and federal aid, and merit aid
is given to students based on
academic achievements. But
sometimes it’s not enough.

Kenyon is not need-blind,
meaning that it takes into
account a student’s financial needs when considering
whether to admit that student,
and students can only apply
for merit aid as high school seniors.
“At this stage, we don’t
have the resources to become a
need-blind institution,” President Sean Decatur said, referring specifically to Kenyon’s
$195-million
endowment,
which is smaller than that of
many peer institutions.
As an incoming student,
Susan was admitted with a financial aid package that made
Kenyon affordable, but after
her first year at Kenyon, Susan’s aid was revised to zero
dollars. Before her sophomore
year, Susan received a statement indicating she no longer
qualified for financial aid; her
sister had graduated from college and her stepfather had
received money back on his
tax returns — two events that
often result in result in qualifypage 3
ing for less aid.

The 2014-2015 financial aid breakdown cites scholarships
allotments.
INFO COURTESY OF THE ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Rebranded Greeks reach out for Rush

Spring rush week takes recent Greek Council changes in stride.
COURTESY OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Meredith Harper-Bonham and Diane Anci to join the College.

“

We wanted someone ... who really subscribed to the idea of the liberal arts.”

Hanning Wong ’16

Professor of History Jeffrey Bowman, another
member of the search committee, agreed the best
candidate would have a strong commitment to a
liberal arts education, adding that he or she needed
to be “a great sort of ambassador for the place — in
other words, excellent at communicating the ideals
of the institution but also [with] a sharp, analytical mind for the very specific, technical aspects of
admissions.”
It was Anci’s 24-year tenure at Mount Holyoke,
a liberal arts college in South Hadley, Mass., that
made her application stand out among the page 3
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Kenyon’s Greek Council
may have undergone radical changes over the past
year, but the Spring 2015
rush season is going forward as expected.
In April 2014, the Phi
Kappa Tau (Phi Tau) fraternity became a colony
of its national organization, while in November
2014 the sorority formerly
known as Kappa Sigma
Alpha gained national status as a chapter of Alpha
Sigma Tau. Rounding out
this year’s changes were the

Kenyon Carryout
satisfies cravings
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Phi Taus serve mocktails in Peirce Lounge on Wednesday night.
PEEPs, who left the Greek
Council in December.
“This is an exciting time
for Greek life at Kenyon

Renee Romano speaks
for Days of Dialogue

LIFE ON THE HILL AS IT HAPPENS:
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College because there are a
variety of changes happening throughout the community,” Director of Stu-

Schortman’s pug
entertains, comforts
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dent Activities and Greek
Life Laura Kane wrote in
an email to the Collegian.
“Students interested in
joining a Greek organization should use this recruitment period as a time
of exploration; keeping an
open mind will allow a potential member the ability
to determine which Greek
organization, if any, could
be a good fit.”
Peter Granville, the
president of Phi Tau, said
the group is hoping to induct enough new members
to charter, or become an official chapter of the national Phi Tau frater- page 4
Clougher and Justice
earn soccer honors
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President Sean Decatur on winter accessibility:
“I think [accessibility on campus] is a big [issue to consider] as we think about any physical changes at all. I know the condition of Middle Path has certainly been on my mind in the past couple of
weeks. ... But I know [the Maintenance Department] are experimenting with new de-icing materials on the new Middle Path. I don’t think, at least from my impressions walking around campus, ...
we have the right de-icing yet. So I think it’s still something we need to figure out.”

Student council
Tuesday, Jan. 20
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t
t

t
t
t
t
t

The Housing and Dining Committee will soon begin a drive to collect pots
and pans to help stock dorm kitchens. Theme housing applications will be
available soon.
The Business and Finance Committee accepted new members. The first supplemental hearing will be on Monday.
Junior Class Committee held a party to welcome back students returning
from abroad. They also have planned a similar party for next year to welcome
back spring-semester abroad students. The committee is also preparing for
the upcoming junior class auction.
The Academic Affairs Committee has plans to arrange focus groups to evaluate the class registration process.
The Safety Committee is looking at necessary repairs around campus. There
will be a lighting walk to see where there are lighting problems on campus. If
interested in participating, meet outside Campus Safety on Jan. 29 at 6 p.m.
The Buildings and Grounds Committee addressed the fact that there is a salt
shortage. Alternative safety measures, including a de-icer alternative, are being pursued.
Senior Class Committee is preparing for Fandango. It also plans to partner
with Alumni Leaders of Tomorrow to improve Kenyon Fund participation.
Student Council welcomed a representative from the newly established Multicultural Student Council. This new group held a meeting to discuss focus and
objectives for themselves. They state that they mean to allow organizations to
work together and have a voice on campus. They plan on making a calendar
of multicultural events held by various organizations.

Village RecoRd
Jan. 3 – Jan. 18

Jan. 3, 1:03 p.m. — Staff member fell at Kenyon Athletic Center. Reported injury to shoulder and bump on head. Transported privately to Knox Community Hospital’s (KCH) Urgent Care Center for medical examination.
Jan. 7, 1:30 p.m. — Alarm activated in Farr Hall. Smoke from grill cleaning. Smoke cleared.
No fire. Alarm reset.
Jan. 8, 12:56 p.m. — Alarm activated in Olin-Chalmers Libraries. No smoke. No fire. Maintenance Department notified.
Jan. 8, 1:26 p.m. — Alarm activated due to dust from contractor in Caples Residence Hall.
Alarm reset.
Jan. 11, 8:53 p.m. — Student fell from vehicle outside of Old Kenyon Residence Hall. No
injuries reported.
Jan. 11, 8:53 p.m. — Student vehicle collided into College vehicles after losing control on ice
on hill by Maintenance building. No injuries. Damage was sustained. Knox County Sheriff’s
Office (KCSO) contacted, completed report.
Jan, 13, 11:23 a.m. — Employee reported signs of attempted entry into office in Hayes Hall.
Nothing appeared to be missing or disturbed.
Jan, 13, 11:23 a.m. — Employee fell on black ice and landed on back by Hill Theater, hitting
head. No additional examination required.
Jan. 14, 11:18 p.m. — Safety responded to an ill student in Farr.
Jan. 15, 3:08 a.m. — Underage, intoxicated student found to be in wrong residence in
Mather Residence Hall.
Jan. 16, 12:25 a.m. — Employee reported slipping on steps and injuring shoulder outside
Horwitz House.
Jan. 16, 1:00 a.m. — Student reported written language showing bias and potential to stigmatize a recognized group in McBride Residence Hall.
Jan. 16, 10:00 p.m. — Wooden panel detached from wall, exposing a hole in Gund Residence Hall.
Jan. 16, 10:35 p.m. — Underage, intoxicated student transported to KCH. Arrested for disorderly conduct in Hanna Residence Hall.
Jan. 17, 12:53 p.m. — Student reported an individual entered residence without permission
and moved things in Gund.
Jan. 17, 1:59 p.m. — Fire alarm activated in a North Campus Apartment (NCA). No
smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
Jan. 17, 9:09 p.m. — Student having possible severe allergic reaction to food ingested in
NCAs. Transported to KCH.
Jan. 17, 11:35 p.m. — Student(s) witnessed group of students knocking benches over on
Middle Path. Benches reset by witnesses.
Jan. 18, 12:18 a.m. — Intoxicated, underage student in Old Kenyon transported to KCH.
KCSO issued citation for underage consumption.
Jan. 18, 12:21 a.m. — Window screen damaged in Bexley Hall. Unauthorized entry suspected.
Jan. 18, 2:25 a.m. — Student found with alcohol in Mather.

Kenyon Carryout carries on
Delivery service aims to become a permanent staple.
MAYA LOWENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

Perpetual hunger is a cornerstone of the stereotypical college student’s life, and
Kenyon students are not immune to it. But food options
on the Hill are often few,
especially during evening
hours. Kenyon Carryout, a
service committed to delivering Mount Vernon delicacies including Chipotle and
Panera during certain evening hours has been a part of
reshaping how students view
late-night food options.
The idea for Kenyon Carryout, formerly known as
Thursday Munchies, came
from Steven Kaplin ’15 and
Phoebe Roe ’16, who are
co-managers of the Carryout program. “[The Office
of Housing and] Residential
Life proposed that we look
into a new late-night dining
opportunity,” Roe, who is
also a staff writer for the Collegian, said.
Carryout has expanded
since its early stages last semester, and instead of just
running on Thursdays, Carryout will now deliver food
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10 to 10:30 p.m., Fridays and Sundays from 7
to 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays
from 12 to 12:30 p.m. On
Thursday nights, the drivers
are volunteers from the Archon Society. This semester,
the money is going to the
Archons’ charity fund. The
Archons will decide at the
end of the semester to which
charity the proceeds will go.
On the rest of the days, drivers are paid a wage in addition to tips.
The original idea of
Thursday Munchies was to
offer students the chance to
order food at any time on
a Thursday night, but that
approach was “chaotic and
didn’t work well,” Kaplin said.
The overall intent and motivation of the food business
remains the same: increase
late-night food options for
hungry students. “Nite Bites
was the only late-night food
option and people didn’t
have cars to get to Mount
Vernon,” Kaplin said. “There
was a need to be filled.”
Last semester, the proceeds from Thursday Munchies were donated to Kenyon’s
fund for East Knox Schools.

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Kenyon Carryout founders package burritos for a delivery.

“

It’s good that we’re offering more of a
selection on campus.”
Samantha Leder, co-president of the Archon Society

The donations supported a
book drive, sports programs
and SAT and ACT scholarship funds. Many students
from low-income families in
the area do not completely
qualify for standardized testing financial aid, “which is a
big roadblock for getting into
colleges,” Roe said.
Kaplin said Thursday
Munchies accomplished that
goal well, and they wanted
fundraising to remain a key
component in Kenyon Carryout. “Thursday Munchies
worked very well for charity, so we definitely wanted
to keep that element, and it’s
important to [Roe and me] as
we both work for East Knox
schools and Archons,” Kaplin
said.
This semester, it’s up to
the leaders of the Archons to
decide where the proceeds
of Kenyon Carryout will go.
“We thought East Knox was
a really good cause,” Samantha Leder ’17, co-president of
the Archons and a manager
of the Carryout program,
said. “We may continue that
or choose another charity.
It will be up to Archons as
a whole when we see how
much money we have and
how we can make the great-

est impact.”
According to Kaplin, as
Kenyon Carryout expands,
it must “figure out its business aspect rather than just
its function as a charity organization.” Roe added that
it is “definitely a developing
company.”
Kenyon Carryout will be
running alongside Nite Bites
for the first time this semester, which may increase competition. According to Kaplin, during the first semester
Carryout was getting around
30 orders each night so the
group’s business strategy may
change to accommodate demand. “We don’t know what
to expect this semester because we’re adding more days
and there’s more competition,” Kaplin said.
To address that competition, Leder said Carryout was
trying to target different delivery times.
“Carryout is aimed toward
the dinner crowd, whereas
Nite Bites serves the purpose
for late-night food,” Leder
said.
With the addition of Kenyon Carryout to the food
options available to students,
Kenyon’s late-night cravings
may finally be sated.

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, JAN. 22 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

3

Students attempt to stay afloat after financial aid is cut
Continued from Page 1

John, whose name has been
changed to preserve his privacy,
also had the graduation of an
older sibling affect his financial
aid package. John wrote in an
email to the Collegian that “bottom line, Kenyon did not take
our situation into account. Although we knew that a change
in tuition could be possible,” he
wrote, “we never dreamed that
the change would be that drastic.” By the time John was made
aware of the situation, he had
already signed on to go abroad
for a year, and the deadline to
transfer to another school that
might offer him more money had
passed.
Susan called the financial aid
system “really bureaucratic.” “I
had to jump over multiple hurdles for them to tell me something simple,” she said.
Susan was most disappointed
by the way in which her financial
aid was handled, which she said
was “not understanding at all.”
Daughtery said his office is
always open to those who have
concerns about their packages. “If someone’s need is cut, if
someone’s aid is reduced, they
can come into the office and myself or one of my team members

can sit down and show them in
black and white why the award
went down,” he said.
Not every family, however, has
had a similarly negative experience with Kenyon’s financial aid
system. Lori Sweeney P’16 wrote
in an email to the Collegian that
she “was impressed [with the Office of Financial Aid] and felt Kenyon was working hard to help
us make it work.”
Once, Mia Barnett ’15 said,
her family “missed the [FAFSA]
deadline, but luckily I was able
to work with [Office of Financial
Aid] and they were really kind
about my situation,” Mia Barnett
’15 said, “and I was able to turn it
in and still receive aid that year.”
Daugherty said all forms are
approved by the College and the
U.S. Department of Education,
and a mathematical process is
used to determine how much a
family can afford to spend on tuition each year.
According to the Project on
Student Debt, the average debt
for undergraduates in Ohio in
2014 at private non-profit and
public institutions was $29,090.
The Wall Street Journal cited the
average 2014 graduate having
$33,000 worth of student debt.
Daugherty said that loan indebtedness for Kenyon students is

“

I had to jump over
multiple hurdles for them
to tell me something
simple.”

Susan
(Name changed)

currently “about $20,000.”
Hana-May Eadeh was once a
part of the Kenyon Class of 2017,
but transferred to Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) after her first year at Kenyon because she was reluctant to take
out the loans necessary to continue under a reduced financial
aid package.
“We asked about the change
and were given no concrete reason for it,” Eadeh’s mother Barbara wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “The one example they
gave of increased assets had not
changed from the prior year.”
Susan felt trapped by her situation. With two younger siblings
about to start college themselves,
taking a year off from school
would negatively affect Susan’s
siblings’ financial aid packages, because the more children a
family has in college the more
federal financial aid each of them
is typically eligible for.
“I was forced to go to Kenyon the next year and to pay

Groups request $215,000
ERICH KALETKA
STAFF WRITER

The amount of money requested student groups from
the Business and Finance
Committee (BFC) at last semester’s spring hearings exceeded the BFC’s budget by
$90,000 — the equivalent of
a Porsche 911 or a press corps
member’s ticket for Air Force
One. Due to an influx of student groups and large budget
requests, this is slightly more
than has been requested in the
past.
Each year the BFC has a total budget of around $500,000,
with which they fund various
campus organizations, clubs
and supplemental events, in
addition to services like the
complementary New York
Times in Peirce Hall and shuttle to Mount Vernon. For the
current semester, the BFC allocated $125,000 out of the total $215,000 of student group
requests.
“We are lucky to have a
lot of diversity on campus,”
BFC Co-Chairs Peter Lind ’15
and Garrett Stalker ’15 wrote
in an email. “As the number
of student groups increases,
our budget remains constant,
so the pie is cut into smaller
pieces, so to speak.” According to the College’s webpage,
there are more than 120 student groups on campus, “the
majority of which asked for

over $1,000,” Lind and Stalker wrote. Groups requesting
more than $1,000 are required
by the BFC to present their intended plans at a hearing.
Student Council President
Kevin Pan ’15 thinks it’s important to maintain this diversity of organizations. “I know
most of [Student Council]
have been of the opinion [that]
if there’s a few kids who have
a shared interest, why not let
them get a club,” he said.
Some groups feel the BFC is
being more conservative with
their disbursement this semester, though Lind and Stalker
say the total amount allocated
is no smaller than usual.
Indigenous Nations of Kenyon (INK) requested $2,100
this semester, primarily to
screen films and bring in a Mojave poet, but only $150 of their
request was approved, according to INK Treasurer Phoebe
Carter ’16. INK was approved
for nearly $8,000 last semester
for Native American Heritage
Month.
Another group did not receive funding at all: the newly
approved organization Students Against Gun Violence
(SAGV). Emma ConoverCrockett ’17, president of
SAGV, said, “We were rejected
in our funding request and are
definitely curious about why
we were completely denied
funding despite asking for under $1,000. ”

It is not completely clear
how such disparities can be
prevented in the future, according to Lind and Stalker,
who said that there is nothing
the BFC itself can do to prevent
future disparities between how
much they have to disburse
and how much groups request.
“We strive to offer the campus
the best possible programming
as we allocate our funding
to all of the campus’ student
groups,” they wrote.
They also said some possible options for groups who
did not receive all the funding
they wanted are “through facilitating cooperation between
groups to cosponsor events of
similar natures,” according to
their email.
They also said they had the
option of suggesting to Kenyon’s Board of Trustees that
the student activities fee be
increased for next year. “We
can also recommend to the
Student Life Committee that
there are more stringent standards for approving groups on
campus,” they said. “While it
is unfortunate to not be able
to allocate funding for every
event, we hope some of these
challenges can lead to stronger
events in the future.”
The BFC is officially overseen by Director of Student Activities Laura Kane and Dean
of Students Hank Toutain.
Laura Kane declined to comment for this article.

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Craig Daugherty is director of financial aid, based in Edelstein House.
that money,” Susan said. In order to do so, Susan turned to her
grandfather, who used his retirement savings to fund her sophomore year while Susan looked
into transfer options.
At the end of her sophomore
year, Susan was surprised to find
that Kenyon was offering her financial aid for her junior year.
“We spent hundreds of dollars
on application fees, on plane
tickets, on hotels, because I was
really set on transferring,” Susan
said. “It just completely threw
me off. I didn’t hear from anyone
for months.”
Another common complaint
— one which Susan, John and
Eadeh agreed on — is that the
two months between when fi-

nancial statements are released
in June and when they are due
in August isn’t enough time to
make such a significant decision. It can be hard to find the
money to pay what can be nearly $30,000 per semester in that
amount of time.
Both John and Susan were
able to work with the College
to find a way to stay on campus and Eadeh is now happily at
VCU, but the stress of navigating
the financial aid system comes
at an emotional cost. “I spent
my sophomore year struggling
academically because I was so
stressed out about transferring,”
Susan said. “[I was] figuring this
out almost completely on my
own.”

New dean & VP welcomed
Continued from Page 1

rest. Anci worked as an
admissions associate at
Barnard College prior
to departing for Mount
Holyoke in 1990, where
she served as dean of
admissions beginning
in 1998, according to
Mount Holyoke’s website.
Both Wong and Bowman concluded that
Anci’s extensive experience would enable
her to follow in the
footsteps of Kenyon’s
last dean of admissions
and financial aid, Jennifer Delahunty, who
is transitioning into a
new position as associate dean of admissions
for the West Coast. “We
felt confident that [Anci
would] be a great person
to continue the great
work that Jennifer Delahunty has done over the
past decade,” Bowman
said.
Lydia Shahan ’15, another student representative on the committee,
was also attracted to Anci’s respect for Kenyon’s
history. “She made it really clear that she really
values the character of
the institution and was
excited about getting to

“

We felt confident that [Anci would] be a
great person to continue the great work that
Jennifer Delahunty has done.”

Jeffrey Bowman, professor of History

know Kenyon’s culture
and about opportunities
to bring that message
to interested prospective students,” Shahan
said. Anci could not be
reached for comment.
A separate search
committee headed by
Professor of Sociology
Marla Kohlman and
guided by the firm AGB
Search considered applicants for the position
of vice president of student affairs. According
to Professor of Mathematics Judy Holdener, a
member of the committee, they were searching
for an applicant who
would facilitate growth
among the student body.
“We continually asked
ourselves which candidate would be best able
to work toward creating
an optimal environment
for student growth,”
Holdener wrote in an
email.
Bonham, too, has
worked in higher education for over two decades. The senior asso-

ciate dean of students
for strategic initiatives
and Title IX coordinator at Hamilton College
since 2011, Bonham has
a personal tie to Kenyon,
as she graduated with a
degree in history from
the College in 1992.
Bonham’s
personal
characteristics
made
her stand out as well. “I
found her to be thoughtful, observant and measured,” Holdener wrote.
“She also struck me as
somebody who exemplifies the liberal arts
in that she is a lifelong
learner,”
In the announcement posted on Kenyon’s website early this
month, Bonham said
she was “inspired” to
know she would be part
of the College’s future
with regard to student
affairs, which has been
led and will continue
to be guided by Dean of
Students Hank Toutain.
Bonham could not be
reached for further
comment.
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MLK Day of Dialogue events provke discussion

“

REGAN HEWITT
STAFF WRITER

Although Monday, Jan. 19 officially marked Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day, Kenyon’s annual MLK Days
of Dialogue week extended before
and after the holiday itself. The Days
were filled with events honoring
King, including movie showings,
a celebratory breakfast and several
panel discussions over healthcare
and the contemporary relevance of
King’s work.
The week was kick started with
a screening of Dear White People
on Friday night, followed by a student-professor panel. Sponsored by
Cinearts, the Black Student Union,
Sisterhood and Indigenous Nations
at Kenyon, the movie focused on the
experiences of four African-American students at a fictional, predominantly white Ivy League college.
According to Eric Sutton ’18, the
audience turnout for the movie was
impressive. “The seats [of the Gund
Community Foundation Theater]
were completely full — people were
sitting on the floor,” he said.
Sutton was a member of the postmovie panel, which was hosted by
the Office of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion (ODEI) and Project Open
Voices, alongside Associate Professors of English Ivonne García and
Sarah Heidt, Professor of Drama
Jonathan Tazewell, Hector Marrero ’15 and Syeda Showkat ’15. “We
talked about the movie’s parallels to
Kenyon and how we should handle
events like the kind that happened in
the movie,” Sutton said.

This day is important because as we take a moment
to reflect on ... how important both individual and unified action is to making lasting change.”

Monique Jerrigan, assistant director of the ODEI

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Students attend an MLK Days of Dialogue talk focused on public health.
Over the years, the MLK Days
of Dialogue program has grown exponentially. Though the College has
long recognized the holiday, faculty
expanded the celebration because
“other people wanted to be involved
and explore these ideas more broadly,” Yutan Getzler, associate professor of chemistry and this year’s planning committee chair, said.
Getzler said the planning committee works for approximately
eight months, first meeting at the
end of the prior spring semester,
to create the schedule and come
up with a theme for the week. This
year’s theme was public health, as
evidenced by a symposium by titled “‘As Long as Diseases are Rampant...’: Public Health and Civil
Rights in Contemporary America.”
“We just want to put out programs
that people will find interesting and
worthwhile,” Getzler said.
The two-hour long symposium

included a speech from President
Sean Decatur, student choir performances and a personal keynote speech from physician Arthur
James, whose presentation was
punctuated by the fact that, as of
2011, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention had named Ohio as
the state with the highest AfricanAmerican infant mortality rate.
Unfortunately, this relevant symposium was not nearly as popular as
the Dear White People screening. “I
was really disappointed in the turnout from the community,” President
Sean Decatur said. “I think it’s a conversation we need to have in looking
at next year. The idea of compressing
the calendar in order to free up time
in the day … is a really good idea. But
it also means that I think we have an
obligation as a community to actually participate in the stuff going on
during the day.”
After James’s address, Cynthia

Rushees have new options
Continued from Page 1

nity. While Granville is hoping
for around 10 pledges, he noted that five or six new members would likely be enough to
boost the group’s numbers to
the level required for chapterhood.
In achieving this goal, Phi
Tau’s 2015 pledge class would
be considered founding fathers
of the Kenyon chapter of Phi
Tau. “If you want to make an
impact and leave a legacy, then
we would be the group to join,”
Granville said. “We’re looking
definitely for leaders, for people
who are willing to think outside the box. We’re looking for
the sort of guys who would really question if someone were
telling them what to do, ...
[who] really do have an open
mind to all the possibilities.”
Granville said the Phi Taus’
rush week activities will include a milkshake mixer, a
mocktail night and a storytelling coffeehouse, during which
both prospective pledges and
current brothers will have the
opportunity to share stories
about life experiences. The final Phi Tau rush event will be
an event called “Party Gras.”
“While all the other groups

will be doing invite-only steak
dinners, we’re going to be making jambalaya and playing jazz
music,” Granville said.
This year’s pledges to the
Alpha Tau sorority will also
be historic, according to Alpha Tau member Ella Jones ’17.
“Since the sorority is brand new
to campus, the freshmen or just
new members who join during
rush will all be the founding
class at Kenyon together,” Jones
said. “So what would normally
be the new member education
process, … with the freshmen
being educated by the upperclassmen, we’re all going to be
bonding together as one class.”
Jones said the Alpha Tau
rush events will be encourage
group bonding. The sorority
is seeking pledges who meet
the group’s core values of intellect, respect, connections,
graciousness and excellence.
“If you’re looking for a unique
experience, we would be good
for that,” Jones said. “Especially
since this is the beginning of
this particular group becoming national at Kenyon, you get
to be a part of that chapter, so
that’s pretty exciting.”
Despite their departure
from Greek Council, the
PEEPs do not plan to change

their recruitment or membership policies. According to CoPresidents Milad Momeni ’16
and Jacqueline Arkush ’16, the
group has never participated in
formal rush events, but is still
seeking new members. “If anyone’s interested, they should
come to meeting on Monday
nights at 10:15 in the PEEPs
lounge,” Arkush said. “I highly encourage people to come
to [the] meeting if they don’t
know what PEEPs is.”
Momeni said PEEPs appreciate students with Kenyon
quirk. “Most students at Kenyon regard themselves as a little
bit quirky or a little bit weird, so
what we do at PEEPs is … try
to embrace that weirdness,”
Momeni said. “We don’t want
you to feel like even though
there are a bunch of people in
the room that are very different
from you, it doesn’t mean you
can’t have a conversation with
them or socialize with them.”
Other Greek organizations
accepting pledges this rush
season are Alpha Delta Phi,
Beta Theta Pi, Delta Kappa
Epsilon, Delta Phi, Delta Tau
Delta, Phi Kappa Sigma, Epsilon Delta Mu, Theta Delta Phi,
Zeta Alpha Pi and the Archon
Society.

Colen, Ohio State University (OSU)
assistant professor of sociology, and
Jason Reece, director of research at
the Kirwan Institute for the Study of
Race and Ethnicity at OSU — who
have both done research on the racially-based inequalities in health —
joined James for a panel. Although
initially well-attended, the number of students at the event trickled
down to 25 by the end of the panel.
Other events included Associate Dean of Students Chris Kennerly’s 12th annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Breakfast,
which Assistant Director of the
ODEI Monique Jernigan said “is a
kick-off event that generally garners
the most excitement.”
There was also an open mic session on Wednesday night at the
Horn Gallery hosted by Busola Olukoya ’15, Erika Cuevas ’16 and the
Discrimination Advisors, where students were encouraged to respond to
prompts from Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s speeches. Beforehand, Olukoya
cited the open mic as one of the
events she was most excited about
because it was fully open to students.
She said, “I’d like people to attend
and discuss … and just be wholly
present.”
There was also a dinner with Decatur and his wife, Oberlin College
Associate Professor of History Re-

nee Romano, to discuss Unnatural
Causes, a 2008 documentary series
that examines health inequalities
and disparities. “I wish the event
was bigger than 20 people, but at the
same time, I realize that having a
small group allows for an easier discussion,” Getzler said.
However, student turnouts at the
events have grown along with the
events themselves, Getzler said, as
the attendance numbers from last
year’s symposium setting an all-time
record for the program. “We considered moving the symposium into a
smaller space, because sometimes
we want a more intimate feel, but after last year’s attendance, we decided
to keep it at Rosse [Hall],” Getzler
said.
Kenyon students are not only receptive but also inspired by the MLK
Day of Dialogue events —“There
have been several important initiatives that arise out of conversations
inspired by the symposium,” Getzler
said.
Jernigan agreed the MLK Days of
Dialogue events allow for student reflection, and hopes for the program’s
continued success. “This day is important because we take a moment
to reflect on how far we’ve come and
how important both individual and
unified action is to making lasting
change,” she said.

Gund to stay open 24 hours
KATHERINE KING
STAFF WRITER

Starting this semester,
Gund Commons will once
again be open 24 hours a
day. “I feel like it should be
open 24 hours,” Alexandra Stois ’17 said. “We have
downstairs Peirce on south
campus but north campus
didn’t have that sort of thing
for awhile, and it’s like, you
[need to] finish a paper at 2
a.m., and what are you going
to do?”
The new hours haven’t
been the only change to
Gund Commons this year.
The computer lab has been
moved to the basement to
make room for offices in
the old lab space. There are
new HP computers in the
lab, along with new public
printers and, most recently,
new chairs. The new printers, like the library printers,
allow students to use their
K-Cards to print documents
on the public system. “I like
the environmentally friendly
aspect,” Stephanie Cordonnier ’15 said. “But they’re a
little slower.”
Dean of Students Hank
Toutain, Associate Dean of

STEPHANIE FONGHEISER | COLLEGIAN

After setting limited hours, Gund Commons is now always open.

“

The fact that the students seemed to respect
the space and the equipment during the time
gave us the confidence that ... we could keep
the lab open 24 hours.”
Paul Mollard, director of User Services

Students Tacci Smith, Vice
President of Library and Information Services Ronald
Griggs and Director of User
Services Paul Mollard made
the decision to adjust Gund
Commons’ hours. According to Mollard, the decision
was motivated partially by
concern over safety once the
lab was moved. “There had
been a few cases of vandalism in the lounge,” Mollard
said. “We also had some con-

cerns about the location and
being, you know, downstairs
away from the windows.”
It remained open 24
hours during exam week at
the end of fall semester, and
there were no incidents of
vandalism. “The fact that the
students seemed to respect
the space and the equipment
during that time gave us the
confidence that … we could
keep the lab open 24 hours,”
Mollard said.
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Moody’s moves Kenyon’s rating from “negative” to “stable”
The College receives its rating based on its perceived
ability to pay back investors.
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
NEWS ASSISTANT

This past December,
Moody’s Investor Service affirmed Kenyon’s
bond rating at A1 and
upgraded the College’s
outlook for Kenyon’s
debt outlook from “negative” to “stable.”
According to their
website, Moody’s explained that “the revision of the rating outlook to stable is based
on [Kenyon’s] improved
operating performance
in [fiscal year] 2014 and
our expectation that
cash f low will remain
highly positive and that
growth in financial resources will outpace
peers.”
Better known for rating for-profit companies and issuing data
on publicly traded companies, rating agencies
like Moody’s also review
finances of nonprofits,
including institutions of
higher education.

Debt held by a corporation comes in the
form of bonds. When a
corporation sells a bond
it makes a contract with
the buyer, exchanging
immediate money for an
obligation to pay back
the money, plus interest,
at a later date. Kenyon
currently carries $189
million in rated debt.
This does not take into
consideration the additional $2,414,234 in debt
that Kenyon holds as
part of a mortgage guarantee program offered
to certain employees).
Joseph Nelson, Kenyon’s vice president for
finance, explained that
in 2013 Moody’s downgraded Kenyon’s outlook to negative due to
what he called “back-toback years of operating
loss under generally accepted accounting principles.” Because of new
buildings opening in the
last several years, such
as the Gund Gallery and
Horvitz Hall, and a $7.5

million
conservation
initiative, Kenyon was
spending a lot of money on utility items like
light bulbs and toilet
fixtures that cannot be
bought with borrowed
money. These purchases
were not backed up by
bonds, so “it all hit the
bottom line,” according
to Nelson, who said the
expenses all appeared
as losses on the balance
sheet.
President Sean Decatur shrugged off the
downgrade as a misinterpretation.
“They were not interpreting some data in
the way that we would
interpret the data,” he
said. Decatur expressed
that the rating change
”doesn’t have much of
an immediate impact on
us” nor should the year
spent at a negative rating
have a long-term impact
on the College’s financial health. Nelson explained that it is normal
for the College’s budget
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“

[If the rating agencies] don’t think you can pay the bondholder ...
you’re going to get a bad rating.”

Joseph Nelson, Vice President for Finance

to be stable and that the
conservation project was
the primary reason for
the downgrade in 2013.
Moody’s placed its
rating of Kenyon’s debt
(bonds) at A1 on a rating scale that ranges
from Aaa to C, with the
numeral one indicating
that Kenyon is on the
higher end of the singleA ratings. The Moody’s
“General Credit Rating”
guide explains a singleA rating as “considered
upper-medium
grade
and subject to low credit
risk.”
Nelson remains positive about the outlook:
“Everything else about
us looks like a double-A
credit,” he said. Nelson
attributes the debt to the
new buildings and conservation initiative, but
said he believes these
projects are worthwhile
because the conservation will save money in
the long run and new

buildings attract students. The projects led
to two years of operating
loss, and according to
Nelson, Moody’s “noted
that trend and as much
as we tried to explain its
not a trend, its an outcome, we didn’t prevail.”
The College failed to
make this point in part
because “the year where
they took us from stable
to negative it [the presentation to Moody’s]
was a telephone interview and I think it matters to be there in person,” Nelson said.
The rating for a college incorporates many
factors beyond just what
can be seen on the balance sheet. Nelson explained that one reason
for the stable rating was
a successful presentation to Moody’s this
year. He said the rating
agencies “have to have
confidence in the management team, and not

just financial management teams either …
They need to know that
our admissions staff
knows what they’re doing.” Rating agencies
even take a college’s acceptance rate into consideration, though Nelson considers that a
good thing.
Looking
forward,
Nelson and Decatur
project that Kenyon will
stay “stable” for some
time to come and that
the College is making
the right steps to prove
that it is financially
stable. However, Nelson says that ultimately, if the rating agencies
“don’t think you can
pay the bondholder, …
you’re going to get a bad
rating. Nelson maintained that the quality
of the institution is important but the rating is
“at the end of the day ...
a pretty quantitative assessment.”

DPhis return after suspension
PHOEBE ROE
STAFF WRITER

After being on suspended
recognition due to a rush infraction during new member
recruitment last spring, the
Delta Phi (DPhi) fraternity is
once again active on campus
and ready for rush.
The consequences of the
organization’s suspended recognition included being deprived of division housing
during the fall 2014 semester
and not being able to host official fraternal events.
The infraction also affected the 2014 spring rush
season. At the time of the
incident, Associate Dean of
Students Tacci Smith said in
an interview with the Collegian published on February 27, 2014, “[Potential new
members] were able to finish
out rush and decide that they
wanted to go DPhi, [but] they
are not supposed to be doing any events with those potential new members at this
point.”
DPhi President Henry
Heuck ’15 said that overall, he
doesn’t think Kenyon is too
strict with sanctions. “I think
Kenyon has policies that they
think are best and that the
Greek community and the
rest of the community has
agreed upon,” he said.
Now that that is behind
them, Heuck is confident this
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DPhis return full-force to campus after their suspension since last May.
year’s new member recruitment will be successful. “I
can speak for every brother when I say we’re looking
forward to coming back and
maintaining a positive effect
and change on this campus,”
he said.
As for what the group will
be looking for in a new pledge
class, Heuck said, “I’d like to
think of Delta Phi as ... a ragtag team of heroes and characters. Every pledge class is
different; every pledge class

brings something unique to
the table.”
Additionally, Heuck believes the reinstatement of
the DPhis will add to the diversity of Kenyon’s Greek
program. “I think there’s a
lot more to diversity than just
skin color and sex,” he said.
“And having multiple fraternities which can represent
multiple types of people and
bring different types of people together is a really cool
thing that Kenyon does.”
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External report recommends improvements for Safety
Report commissioned by College expresses concern over
Safety’s budget and Clery Act training.
HENRI GENDREAU
ASSOCIATE MANAGING
EDITOR

“Task Safety officers
to build rapport with
student groups.” “Buy
another patrol car.” “Increase Safety’s budget by
a quarter-million dollars.”
These are but a few
of the 136 recommendations an outside evaluation, released last November, suggested could
help improve the Office
of Campus Safety in areas
ranging from training to
emergency planning to
compliance with federal
disclosure laws.
“I think, as a department, we’re meeting the
expectations of the institution and of the community,” Bob Hooper, director of Campus Safety,
said of the report. “But
clearly we have a lot of
work to do.”
The assessors responsible for the report visited
campus multiple times
in September of last year
and interviewed dozens of officers, campus
leaders and community
members. The 162-page
department review, prepared by public safety of-

ficials from Queens University of Charlotte and
St. Olaf College, portrays
a department in-touch
with the community it
serves, but in need of
more funding, training
and formalized policies
and procedures.
“This is not something
that, by spring break, it’s
all going to be done and
we’re all going to move
on,” Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman,
who oversees Safety, said.
“This is going to be a
long-term plan [for] how
to improve the department.”
Kenyon had asked
evaluators to review its
compliance with the
Clery Act, a law that requires colleges to disclose
campus crime statistics
in an Annual Security
Report (ASR) and its Fire
and Life Safety Report.
“Clery Act compliance
is institutional in scope
and should not be limited
to a single department,”
the report said. “Many
staff members we spoke
with were concerned
about Kenyon’s ability
to fully comply with the
ASR requirements.”
The report found that
Miracle Mahle, Safety’s

administrative assistant,
“had some Clery training
but not sufficient for her
responsibilities,” and that
Hooper “has not received
the amount of training necessary for someone who is playing such
a critical role in Clery
compliance.” The evaluators who compiled the
report recommended Kenyon provide compliance
training for Mahle and
Hooper and suggested
the College have outside
auditors conduct a more
thorough review of the
College’s Clery compliance.
The report acknowledged the subsequent update of statistics for 2013
after Kenyon, when releasing its Clery statistics
this past October, did not
include data as required
by the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization
Act. It cited this example
and the possible misclassification of weapons reports in 2012 as examples of where the College
could improve its compliance with Clery.
The evaluators also
recommended that the
College increase Safety’s
budget for training opportunities to “establish

“

I think as a department we’re meeting the expectations of the
institution and of the community. But clearly we have a lot of
work to do.”

Robert Hooper, Director of Campus Safety

and maintain a professional,
well-educated
Campus Safety department.”
“During our interviews, the Review Team
was told the budget for
Campus Safety has not
increased in six (6) years
but the responsibilities,
requests for services and
special event requirements have significantly
increased,” the report
read. The evaluators estimated Safety’s budget
at just under $980,000.
With an annual operating budget of about $125
million, the report recommended that Kenyon
increase Safety’s budget
to one percent of the College’s budget, or to $1.25
million. When asked if
Safety’s budget would increase next year, Kohlman said he couldn’t say
at this point.
“There’s a lot of recommendations,”
Kohlman said. “We’re just now
figuring out how we’re
going to go about deciding which things we’re
going to really focus on
and when.” Over winter
break, every member of

the Safety department
was tasked with prioritizing the recommendations, and all but two did
so, according to Kohlman.
Among many other
recommendations,
the
report said Safety should
add security cameras to
more locations around
campus, increase its
staff diversity, acquire
software specifically designed for dispatch and
communication and create a new position of
transportation and card
access coordinator.
The report also made
mention of a Collegian
article published last September — “At Safety office, a growing discontent” — which reported
on how some officers
claimed to have been discriminated against and
felt the department was
riddled with favoritism.
“Although not part of the
review process, the Review Team felt compelled
to address the article to
determine if there was
any credibility to the accusations,” said the report, which concluded by

calling the article “vague
with little if any credible
information.” (The Collegian stands by its story.)
Kohlman said an outside evaluation of Safety
had never been done before, and that along with
regulatory changes, specifically with regard to
Title IX — the federal
law that bans gender discrimination in educational settings — and the
expansion of the campus
K-Card access system,
the College decided it was
time for an evaluation.
Kohlman said the review
cost just over $10,000,
which, he said, is typical
for this type of consulting.
Hooper noted that the
report said Safety was
“well-received with the
students, faculty, staff,
the College,” and had a
strong relationship with
local law enforcement
and emergency personnel.
“We’ll continue to
build on those and work
through this review and
become a better, moreprepared
department,”
Hooper said.

ON THE RECORD
PAUL STRAUSS

HERBALIST

GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER

Herbalist Paul Strauss visited the
Brown Family Environmental Center (BFEC) last Thursday to show
the film The Sanctity of Sanctuary
and answer questions about his experience reclaiming strip-mined
land, which ultimately became a botanical sanctuary in southern Ohio.
Strauss currently operates Equinox
Botanicals in Ohio’s Meigs County,
in addition to teaching about medicinal herbs. Strauss’s visit was
sponsored by the BFEC, the American Studies department and the
Knox County Park District.
What do you want Kenyon students to take away from your visit?
If you’re in a college situation,
so many people are being funneled
by the huge capitalist machine …
It’s money, it’s the fast life that’s being offered, it’s the inside jobs. I just
see that as kind of desolate in some
way. There’s other worlds out there,

there’s a lot of places to be satisfied and
live a wonderful life and still make
money. Maybe you should look at it.
In the end, that’s what the earth needs.
Do you think that message will
resonate with Kenyon students?
It will resonate with some Kenyon
students — that’s all you can hope for.
I don’t know if anybody will switch
their major, but I don’t really care. I
would hope everybody would talk to
the earth. If you’re being funneled
into that world, it’s hard to talk to the
earth.
How did you come to your current vision of green living?
I came to that in ways that kids
can’t today because I was in the ’60s.
My friends were coming back [from
Vietnam] and I was being called to
war, and there was no way I was going. I was going to Canada if I had to. I
dropped out of school and they called
me up right away. How powerful is
that: to see friends you played ball
with coming back in body bags.

At all costs, I wanted to learn the
tools of self sufficiency. Give myself
what I needed, give a future family
what they needed, but also get people
on to that. You can grow your own
food; land is cheap down here. You
can learn so much by living with
plants. The whole way, I’ve run into incredible teachers. The greatest teacher is the earth itself, the land; that’s
where I learn the most. The whole
way it’s like my path has been predestined. Whatever happened, a teacher
would make himself available to me,
and I would make myself available to
them. I’ve been a lucky man that way,
and because I’ve been a lucky man, I
feel I have a whole lot to give back. I’ve
been blessed to find the farm I found,
to learn the skills I’ve learned, to meet
the teachers I’ve met, to be able to feed
myself, to have my own water, my
own septic system, my own garbage,
to learn how to fertilize soil, now to
learn how to pass this green spark out
to people. It’s out there.
Explain why creating a botanical

sanctuary was important to you.
There’s always been this notion
that all the local people just go in the
woods to get their herbs. The botanical sanctuary is important because it’s
important to have wild land; it’s good
for the soul. The earth is the greatest
teacher, so to have a botanical sanctuary, we can offer intern programs.
It all goes along with what I’m trying
to do, which is passing on this green
spark. The more I can give to people,
I’m paying my dues in the right way;
I’m thanking the earth for gifts that
I was given. I can be [a] steward and
protect and teach.
Since you were active in protesting coal mining, have you been politically active around fracking in
Ohio?
I’ll have to go out and talk to the
people, talk to the county commissioners, talk to the other politicians,
talk to the newspapers, talk to people
who don’t want to hear what I have
to say. They’re gonna say, ‘I want that
job’ [created by fracking] I have to get

LINNEA FELDMAN EMISON
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Paul Strauss shares his story on creating a botanical sanctuary.
out there. I’m not alone in this now.
It’ll be much the same as the coal issue, trying to get the word out to the
people. I don’t know if it’ll work. It’s
an uphill battle.
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
JAN. 22 | 6 P.M.
SPEAKER
BARRY GUNDERSON
BEMIS MUSIC ROOM

JAN. 22 | 7 P.M.
PANEL

CSAD PRESENTS “I
HAVE A DREAM”

CHEEVER ROOM, FINN HOUSE

JAN. 23 & 24 | 8 P.M.
THEATER

GRUESOME PLAYGROUND INJURIES
HILL THEATER
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JAN. 25 | 8 P.M.
MUSIC

CHINESE PIPA MASTER: WU MAN
OLIN AUDITORIUM

Renee Romano takes hands-on role for Days of Dialogue

“

Your history is coded into your body. Certain people
have been given advantages that others have been denied ... and that is reflected through areas like health.

BAILEY BLAKER
ARTS ASSISTANT

Discussions of racial inequalities
and disparities have been a central
feature on campus this week in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Although this week, dubbed “MLK:
Days of Dialogue” by the College,
officially started on Friday, Jan. 16
with Cinearts’ screening of Dear
White People, another powerful event
occurred on Thursday, Jan. 15 in the
Kenyon College Bookstore. Professor Renee Romano of Oberlin College addressed students on Thursday
about her latest book, Racial Reckoning: Prosecuting America’s Civil Rights
Murders. During the presentation,
Romano took the audience into the
heart of the court systems involved in
re-opening cold cases from the Civil
Rights Movement. While her book
focuses on the issue of real “reckoning” and whether or not whole communities and even the United States
itself can ever actually rectify the
atrocities that have been committed
in the name of race.
As part of the Days of Dialogue,
Romano also hosted a discussion on
the documentary series Unnatural
Causes on Tuesday, Jan. 20. The presentation discussed the breadth of in-

Renee Romano, professor of history at Oberlin College
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Professor Renee Romano discusses her most recent book, Racial Reckoning.
stitutionalized racism present within
our country, particularly regarding
the healthcare system in America.
The documentary series focuses on
the issues of racial discrimination
and poverty within the healthcare
system and what policies could be
put into place to combat them.
On Tuesday evening a select
group of students and Kenyon community members, along with Romano and her husband, President

Sean Decatur, met in Leach Dining
Hall to discuss the documentary in
full and its implications for life on
and off the Hill. The topics of discussion ranged from voting practices
to proper government housing techniques.
Many of those present at the discussion were shocked by the statistics
presented within the film, especially
a study involving the positive correlation between good health and

economic security as a child. According to the film, the most reliable
predictor of poor health as an adult is
whether or not your parents owned
your home when you were a child,
which Romano found fascinating.
“Your history is coded into your
body,” Romano said. “Certain people have been given advantages that
others have been denied … and that
is reflected through other areas like
health.”
Decatur spoke about his optimism for the future of health policies. The change from looking toward genetic causes to considering
environmental and societal pressures
was a deeply important one, according to Decatur. “Academically and
personally, [the perception of social
pressures affecting health] is a really
powerful way to think about it.”
Zahida Sherman Ewoodzie, assistant director of the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, said
the topic of health issues was seen as
a fitting choice for this year’s “MLK:

Days of Dialogue.” According to
Ewoodzie, “We [the planning committee] wanted to give the campus
a theme that they could latch onto,”
and they met their goal. The kick-off
event last Friday, Dear White People,
had such a large audience that a second showing is being offered by the
Black Student Union tomorrow.
During the dinner and discussion, both Decatur and Romano
communicated ways in which we, as
Kenyon students, could affect health
policies and the prevalence of institutionalized racism. According to Romano, one simply has to avoid “being
part of the problem.” Whether it be
through community service, voting
in local elections or just being kind
to others, being part of the solution is
something that all of us can accomplish.
Decatur expressed his optimism
about health policies, saying, “I don’t
think we can [quickly] end racism …
but we can build public housing that
is mold-resistant.”

Post-Feast, Gund Gallery tackles political resistance
On Jan. 16, The Gund Gallery opened its doors to four new
exhibitions posing questions about modern society.
LAUREN KATZ AND
ELANA SPIVACK
COLLEGIAN STAFF

The semester-long Feast
exhibition has left the Gund
Gallery, and in its place are
four new exhibitions that
opened to the public with a
celebration and reception on
Friday, Jan. 16. The works
showcase a wide range of artistic engagement with and
responses to political issues by
a variety of artists, both from
the Kenyon community and
beyond.
On the roster is Resistance
and Revolution: Responses in
Contemporary Print, Technology, and Community Activism
by Steve Lambert, Tchotchke:
The Mass-Produced Sentimental Object in Contemporary
Art by Yoko Inoue, Currents
by Kenyon Professor of Art
Barry Gunderson and Host
by Kenyon Professor of ArtClaudia Esslinger. Lambert’s
exhibit begins with the large
and hard-to-miss Capitalism:
Works for Me! True/False sign
outside the gallery, which has
also shown its lights in Times
Square in New York City. But

inside the gallery is even more
art, ranging from digital poster designs to contemporary
sculptures that center around
the theme of political activism.
“This exhibition focuses
on contemporary artists who
are responding to and grappling with political events and
social issues through varying
media,” Gund Gallery Associate Sarabeth Domal ’15 said.
“Many of the artists featured
in the exhibition, like Steve
Lambert, Shepard Fairey and
the Yes Men are at the forefront of the intersection of
contemporary art and political activism.”
Similar to the main exhibition from last semester entitled Feast: Radical Hospitality
in Contemporary Art, Resistance and Revolution showcases artists confronting different
views on contemporary issues.
However, rather than focusing
on themes regarding food, the
new exhibition is concerned
with ideas such as gender,
race, consumerism and mass
production.
“Although the themes are
obviously pretty different, I

would say that the main similarity between Feast and Resistance and Revolution is that
the artists in both exhibitions
are responding to and challenging social and cultural
norms that are so influential
to society in general,” Domal
said.
Gund Gallery Associate
Hector Marreo ’15 said, “So
the exhibition has transitioned
from … food-centric to … the
objects and commodities of
our life. Both are calling attention to capitalism and consumerism.”
In addition to Resistance
and Revolution, there are four
different exhibitions art lovers
can look forward to as part of
the new direction the gallery
is heading in this semester,
beginning with two faculty
sabbatical exhibitions, showcasing new work by Professors
of Art Barry Gunderson and
Claudia Esslinger. According
to the Gund Gallery’s website,
Esslinger’s project, Host, will
utilize electronic media to explore our relationship with the
natural world. Gunderson’s
project, Currents, will also explore a relationship with na-
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Kenyon community members explore new gallery exhibitions.
ture, but through sculpture.
Another main exhibition,
called Tchotchke: Mass-Produced Sentimental Objects in
Contemporary Art by Yoko
Inoue is curated by Gallery
director Natalie Marsh, in
collaboration with Professor
of Art and Visual Culture at
Denison University Joy Sperling, who is acting as guest
curator.
“This exhibition focuses
on an exploration of the massproduced object and how
it can relate to the aesthetic
values of contemporary art,”
Domal said. “We are seeing
more and more artists focus
their work on breaking down
the commodification of such
objects as an exploration of the

cultural and social conditions
they originate from.”
Marsh explained that the
artists are making a number
of different statements.
“It’s meant to also tap into
… issues of economic diversity and how value is assigned to
different kinds of objects associated with different classes in
our society,” Marsh said.
Finally, the fourth exhibit
showcases works by a number
of artists working with methods ranging from traditional
print media to more advanced
modes of technological activism.
“That exhibition includes
prints as well as some interactive pieces, and also a special
computer station with printers

where students can print off
posters for Occupy Wall Street
that have been designed by all
different kinds of people —
professional and amateur artists — and have been posted
online,” Marsh said. “You can
post your selection from those
websites in the gallery itself as
kind of your contribution.”
Domal explained that part
of the appeal of the range of
different exhibitions is that all
Kenyon students and community members can find a topic
in which they are interested
and expand their perspectives.
“It’s important that we try
to stay connected with the
current political and cultural
climates, both globally and
domestically, and learning
more about it through activism and art can introduce students to viewpoints that can
help them further their own
opinions,” Domal said.
From film screenings to
interactive signs and posters,
the gallery offers a number of
chances to meet the goal of
integrating artistic activism
into the Kenyon community.
The gallery is open Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Friday from
1 to 7 p.m., Thursday from 1 to
10 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.
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Steve Lambert’s art asks viewers to consider new questions

Read about the man behind the sign: Steve Lambert shares his perspective on
art and the creation of Capitalism Works for Me! True/False.
LAUREN KATZ
ARTS EDITOR

Does capitalism work for you?
Artist Steve Lambert joins the new
Gund Gallery exhibition and wants
to know.
It is hard to miss the big Capitalism Works for Me! True/False sign
outside the Gund Gallery when walking along Middle Path. The number
of votes resets every day, but on Jan.
19, Kenyon community members
brought the grand total to 506 for
“true” and 90 for “false.” Lambert, the
creator of the sign, explained some of
the thinking behind his activism projects during a visiting exhibition talk
on Thursday, Jan. 15.
Lambert’s contribution fits into
the larger exhibit entitled Resistance
and Revolution: Responses in Contemporary Print, Technology, and Community Activism, which opened in the
Gallery on Friday, Jan. 16.
“Resistance and Revolution presents very recent work that moves
across a spectrum … ending with artists like Steve Lambert and his many
collaborators, whose projects intervene in the public realm in non-traditional ... ways,” Director of the Gund
Gallery Natalie Marsh said.
Son of a former Franciscan monk
and a former Dominican nun, Lambert took a complicated path on the

way to finding his passion. After
dropping out of high school as a junior, he entered community college
for about five years, and took classes
ranging from radio to filmmaking.
However, he did not consider art a
profession until his 20s.
“I knew what I couldn’t do,”
said Lambert. “I was going between
sound, music recording, radio, film,
photography, and then I figured out
that art could be all of those things.
It could be whatever I wanted. So art
was a way of not choosing.”
The theme of “choice” is a topic
that Lambert has explored in much of
his work as an artist, particularly his
fascination with projects like the Capitalism sign. Lambert has employed
methods that are utilized in popular
forms of advertising.
“When I was an undergrad, I took
a class about public space,” Lambert
said. “I lived in a neighborhood with a
lot of street-level advertising, and then
I learned that a lot of it was illegal. You
just assume they have permits but a lot
of times, they don’t.”
Lambert was fascinated by the
idea that advertising companies seem
to make a lot of money while graffiti artists go to jail, and realized this
was a concept that he could embrace.
While the ethics of advertising seem
questionable to Lambert, he is impressed by advertisers’ success.

“I have a great admiration and
respect for the methods of advertising,” Lambert said. “I think they are
incredibly effective. I am disgusted by
the content, but the way that they go
about it is a very refined process. They
have changed culture and the way
that we think about cars and cigarettes and food.”
Lambert explained that there are
many artists who reject advertising
techniques as a whole because of their
manipulation tactics and questionable ethics. However, Lambert realized that he could use their research
to make an impact with his own art.
“You don’t have to reinvent the
wheel; you just have to insert a gear
to make it run backwards,” Lambert
said.
It was this philosophy that helped
him get his own artistic activism work
off the ground. While protesting can
have its limits, Lambert has come to
realize that he can stretch possibilities through advertising, such as his
project entitled New York Times “Special Edition,” which garnered national
recognition for him around the 2008
presidential election. In collaboration
with Andy Bichlbaum of the activist
group “The Yes Men,” and a number
of writers and advertisers, Lambert
released over 80,000 copies of a replica New York Times in several cities
around the United States on Nov. 12,
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Steve Lambert introduces himself in his exhbition talk on Jan. 15.
2008. The paper was headlined “Iraq
War Ends,” and though it was released in November, the publication
was dated July 4, 2008, in an effort to
depict an idealized future.
Lambert tries to convey the idea
of “possibility” through a number of
his projects, including the Capitalism
Works for Me! True/False sign that began its national tour during the summer of 2011, and found its way to Kenyon this winter. However, Lambert’s
goal is not to force audiences to choose
one way or another. His main hope is
for the participants to open their eyes
to new potentials.
“I just want [someone] to say, ‘It
worked for me, but I didn’t have the
same experience everyone else did,’”
Lambert said. “If he leaves with that
and never thought that before, what

an accomplishment.”
Members of the Kenyon community seems to have reacted positively
to Lambert’s methods.
“According to Lambert, effective
political art works through the positive, not the negative,” Scy Krogh ’15
said. “Ask people what they want,
not just to agree with what you don’t
want.”
Lambert only hopes that audiences can draw their own conclusions
from his artistic techniques, whether
he is handing out newspapers, or asking individuals to click a button.
“If you want someone to tell you
what to think, there are plenty of places to find that,” Lambert said. “I don’t
really tell people what to think about
capitalism. I just want them to have a
more complex idea.”

Adapted from alum’s book, Unbroken film lacks heart

“

ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR

One-hundred thirty-seven
minutes is not much time to
encapsulate years of cruelty,
including 47 days at sea and
an excruciating two years
spent at a Japanese prisonerof-war (POW) camp. In that
time, Unbroken, directed by
Angelina Jolie, inundates
viewers with tidal waves —
literal and figurative — of vicarious agony to illustrate the
heroic life and improbable
triumph of Olympic runner
and World War II bombardier Louis “Louie” Zamperini
(Jack O’Connell), who passed
away in July 2014 at age 97.
Jolie’s film is based on
Kenyon author Laura Hillenbrand’s ’89 biography
Unbroken: A World War II
Story of Survival, Resilience,
and Redemption. Though
heavyweight screenwriters
Joel and Ethan Coen (Fargo,
The Big Lebowski), Richard LaGravenese (Gladiator, Les Miserables) and William Nicholson (P.S. I Love
You) converted Hillenbrand’s
book into a screenplay, the
dialogue contributed little to
the film. In fact, moments of
silence often conveyed volumes more, especially when
trite platitudes, like the movie’s mantra “If you can take
it, you can make it,” dribbled
from characters’ lips. Such

The gargantuan scale of [Angelina] Jolie’s work jostles the viewer into awe, despite the dearth of personal
feeling inspired for the main character.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The real-life Louie Zamperini, whose life inspired Unbroken.
moments emerged from the
very beginning, when the audience witnesses Louie’s rise
from childhood delinquency
to Olympic glory, thanks to
his tough-loving brother Pete
(Alex Russell). As the children
of an Italian immigrant family, the pair faces social rejection unless they prove themselves worthy. Pete convinces
Louie to channel his aggression into running, preaching
the aforementioned mantra.
Time moves quickly here
as Louie, in a montage of
close-ups that underscore his
ragged breathing and jerking limbs as he wins race after
race, overcomes adversity in a
matter of seconds.
Louie then departs to run
in the Berlin Olympics, but
this scene cuts farther to the
future when he already is sta-

tioned in the Pacific during
WWII. In the tumultuous
moment when Louie’s fighter
plane crashes into the ocean,
Jolie imposes a flashback to
the Olympics, showing a classic comeback in which Louie,
the underdog, ekes out a win.
After this moment, there is
little reference back to his apparently significant history as
an athlete or his relationship
with his brother. A moment
arises at the Japanese prison
when Louie is picked out and
ordered to race a warden, but
he falls to the dust, juxtaposing his former glory with his
agonizng decay. Perhaps it
is a given that without his
brother’s perseverance, Louie
would never have developed
the indestructible will to live
that drags him through, but
his past seems forgotten in the

face of danger.
Everything about this
film, however, pales in comparison to the inspiring story,
including Zamperini’s character itself. The epic story
heaves so much in the audience’s direction that there
is little left to discern in the
way of authentic character.
Though this film follows the
life of one man, it has very little sense of a real life to it. The
Associated Press review of the
film captures this sentiment:
“Unbroken is a story about
Louis Zamperini that seems
to have little interest in Louis
Zamperini” (“‘Unbroken’ is
Beautiful, but Impersonal,
Dec. 2014).
At a harrowing point
when Zamperini and two of
his fellow soldiers float adrift
at sea, the thought might
dawn on the viewer that the
only distinguishing features
of these three men is that one
is blond, one has a goatee and
one is clean-shaven. They offer drama, grim dialogue
drawled in gravelly voices,
and a sense of manufactured
friendship; apparently these
men share a special bond, but
it is not felt. Louie’s notable
friendship with fellow survi-

vor Phil (Domhall Gleeson)
begs for empathy as the two
endure one near-death experience after another and are at
one point separated, though
this does not have anything
personal to offer. The viewer
is not expected to be able to
relate to their experience, but
the fact there is no ostensible
reason to like either of these
men flattens the film.
The gargantuan scale of
Jolie’s work jostles the viewer
into awe, despite the dearth
of personal feeling inspired
for the main character. With
beautifully rendered highdefinition shots, the film captures every moment of weakness set against a backdrop
of cruelty, which Zamperini
braves. A grandiose music
score helps manufacture emotion, with the swell of a string
orchestra often hovering just
below the surface and rising
to a swell of emotion that falls
short of authenticity.
Manohla Dargis of the
New York Times sums up this
hollowness: “What the movie
ends up in desperate need of
is a sense of life made real and
palpable through dreadful,
transporting details, not a life
embalmed in hagiographic

awe,” her review reads (“Surviving the Sea, and Cruelties
Beyond,” New York Times,
Dec. 2014). Kenneth Turan of
the Los Angeles Times picks
on the film’s tendency toward pain, calling this choice
“something of a wasted opportunity” (“‘Unbroken’ indeed, yet Jolie chooses agony
over redemption,” LA Times,
Dec. 2014). Even online film
critic forum Rotten Tomatoes
clocked it in at 50 percent, and
Metacritic scored it at 59/100
— a failing grade.
But the film has notes of
beauty. O’Connell’s dedicated performance evokes a
visceral reaction to the horrors Zamperini suffers, but
few moments of empathy. His
strangely intimate relationship with “the Bird” (Takamasa Ishihara), the sadistic
leader of the POW camp,
creates the most electricity in
the film. Jolie’s sweeping highangle shots of the vast Pacific
Ocean and the claustrophobic quarters of filthy jail cells
heighten the senses.
This jarring film is astounding for its foundation in
truth, but ultimately falls flat,
the most authentic elements
sucked into grandeur.
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Gruesome Playground Injuries promises blood and fun
ANNA DUNLAVEY
SPORTS EDITOR

Love, life, death, friendship
and quite a bit of blood. That’s
what viewers can expect when
they go to see Rajiv Joseph’s
Gruesome Playground Injuries,
presented by Kenyon College
Dance and Dramatic Club as the
senior thesis of director Lauren
Katz ’15 (who is also a Collegian
arts editor) and actor Rachel Kaplan ’15. Performances will run
this weekend in the Hill Theater
on Friday, Jan. 23 and Saturday,
Jan. 24 at 8 p.m.
Gruesome Playground Injuries follows the lives of childhood friends Kayleen (Kaplan) and Doug (Elliot Cromer
’15) over a period of 30 years.
The story, which is told out of
chronological order, starts in a
school nurse’s office when Kayleen and Doug are eight years
old, in the aftermath of an actual playground injury. Katz
described how, as Kayleen and
Doug continue their lives, losing
and finding each other along the
way, their injuries, both physi-

“

You see how [the friendship] forms and eventually
becomes something toxic.”
Lauren Katz ’15, Director

cal and psychological, become
much more gruesome. “You see
how [the friendship] forms and
eventually becomes something
toxic,” Katz said.
The non-chronological format presents a challenge to set
design and transitions, but Katz
has developed an innovative
way to combat this obstacle. Six
different sets erected around the
stage represent different phases
of life, and Kaplan leads Cromer
from one era to another as the
lights dim on a finished scene.
The two actors change costumes
onstage, resembling children
playing dress-up from the way
they pull clothes out of boxes.
Katz first became aware of
Gruesome Playground Injuries
when she saw the second scene
of the play, in which Kayleen and
Doug are both in their 20s, performed in an acting class. A few
years later, when she was searching for plays for her thesis, she

read Gruesome Playground Injuries again and sent it to Kaplan
to read. “I fell in love with the
friendship between Doug and
Kayleen,” Katz said. “As toxic
as it is, I just think it’s beautiful
how they need each other and
always come together.”
Kaplan said that although
portraying Kayleen and her injuries over the years has been a
challenge, it has also been extremely fulfilling. “It is a difficult role, in that Kayleen has
experienced a lot of things that
I fortunately have not had to experience,” Kaplan said. “Having to figure out who she is, and
where she comes from, and why
she does the things she does has
been really interesting, and it’s
been a good challenge for me.”
The play tackles some difficult topics, but Kaplan is still
eager to share the story with the
Kenyon audience. “It is heavy,”
Kaplan said. “You can tell that
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Elliot Cromer ’15, left, and Rachel Kaplan ’15 in Kaplan and Katz’s Thesis.
there’s going to be serious stuff
addressed in it. But it’s still got
a certain sense of humor, and
even though [Doug and Kayleen’s] relationship does become
toxic, there are some really good
parts to it that are worth watching.”
Gruesome Playground Injuries is both hilarious and heart-

breaking, and a gory title should
not stop anyone from seeing it. “Yes, it has blood,” Katz
said. “But every good story has
blood.”
Student tickets are available
for $2 at the box office at the
Bolton Theater, open MondayFriday, 1-5 p.m., or over the
phone at (740) 427-5546.

Yoko Inoue’s Tchotchke showcases baubles with flair
ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR

Slinkies,
bobbleheads,
stress balls: tchotchkes.
“Tchotchke,” a Yiddish term
— pronounced chawtch-kee
— refers to the miscellaneous
knickknacks or trinkets that
might adorn one’s desk or
windowsill. Usually, these
baubles come with a discreet
“Made in China” sticker and
have traveled from a factory
line where an army of identical curios were produced,
changing from melted plastic to a vibrantly colored
treasure. This semester, the
Gund Gallery is overflowing
with tchotchkes, courtesy of
internationally
renowned
artist Yoko Inoue, in the
exhibition, Tchotchke: The
Mass-Produced Sentimental
Object in Contemporary Art.
The exhibition opened Friday, Jan. 16 and is curated by
Gund Gallery director Natalie Marsh and guest curator
Joy Sperling, professor of art
and visual culture at Denison
University. On Tuesday, Jan.
13, Inoue gave a presentation
in the gallery describing her
affinity for these cheap wonders.
Inoue, born in Kyoto, Japan, moved to the United
States and earned her MFA
from Hunter College in New
York in 2000. Her work has
been shown at the Brooklyn
Museum, SculptureCenter,
Rubin Museum of Art, Bronx
Museum of the Arts, Lower
Manhattan Cultural Council and the Greene Naftali

Gallery, among other places
in New York and around the
country. She currently teaches at Bennington College in
Vermont. A multi-disciplinary artist, Inoue often uses
sculpture, collaborative projects, public performance art
and installation to explore the
relationship between people,
objects and commoditized
culture. Initially fascinated
by lawn ornaments and other decorations that festoon
living spaces, Inoue looked
more at pop icons and the
substance behind the décor.
Tchotchke replicates a
typical flea market, complete
with tarp-covered booths and
dozens of objects painted alluring colors. This exhibition
exemplifies modern consumerist culture and our fascination with shoddy plastic toys
and figurines sold at flea markets. This collection includes
Japanese cat sculptures called
maneki-neko, laughing Buddha statues and Coca-Cola
bottles topped with Kewpie
doll heads. However, Inoue
handcrafted each piece using clay, porcelain and other
materials not often associated
with plastic desk toys.
Gund Gallery Associate
Jenna Wendler ’17 commented on the vast amount of stuff
in the exhibition. “There’s just
so much,” she said. “There’s
just so many objects and so
many pieces and [it’s] very
precise.” The typically sterile
environment of a museum
has been transformed, via
brash colors and manic-happy-faced knickknacks, into a

“

Who gets to say a
work of art deserves
to be in a museum,
and who gets to say it
deserves to be in a stall
in Chinatown?”

Joy Sperling, Guest Curator
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An assortment of handmade bottles and statues, meant to imitate a street vendor’s display.
cloyingly sweet microcosm,
an eye-candy shop.
International phenomenon Hello Kitty is a centerpiece for Inoue. During her
talk, she discussed the adorable Japanese feline figure
at length, describing how
consumers do not typically
think about the background
of what they purchase. Hello
Kitty, for example, is distinct
from other characters marketed on miscellaneous materials because Hello Kitty,
unlike Mickey Mouse or
Pokémon, was developed
specifically for consumer
goods. She has no TV show
or story of her own, but has
become a wildly popular
icon. What further interested
Inoue was Hello Kitty in the

context of postwar Japan, especially because Hello Kitty,
introduced in the 1970s, was
indeed created specifically for
purchase. “I thought, ‘Wow,
political trauma’s going on,’
and then [Japan introduces]
this cute cat for consumption,” Inoue said.
Inoue includes politics
in her pieces in other ways.
During her discussion, she
projected photos of her past
exhibits, including one that
juxtaposed an array of cartoon character figurines with
images of atom bombs falling
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
She intended to contemplate
notions of weapons — actual
warfare contrasted with the
assault of pop culture, and
how too often an onslaught

of cuteness can overshadow
larger issues.
Her work resembles
that of Andy Warhol or Jeff
Koons, two contemporary
artists whose work centers
on the worship of and fascination with mass-produced
items, from Campbell’s Soup
cans to Play-Doh. Likewise,
Inoue’s work contrasts two
distinct ideas: the fragile preciousness associated with
museum art and the prosaic
cheapness of a marketplace.
Sperling pointed to this juxtaposition, calling into question an object’s value: “Who
gets to say a work of art deserves to be in a museum, and
who gets to say it deserves to
be in a stall in Chinatown?”
Sperling said. Inoue added

that simply because her items
are in a museum, one assumes they have a certain implicit value.
Inoue reconciles the mundane and the magnificent
through her meticulous arrangement of the installation, which stimulates one’s
acquisitive instinct — a feeling similar to what one may
experience in a mall, for example. She imposes this feeling onto a museum setting
where the viewer may still
have the impulse to find an
eye-catching object though
he or she cannot actually take
anything. “You’re looking to
‘shop,’” she said. “You look for
selfish or sentimental … reasons. You catch yourself and
say, ‘Wait, this is a museum.’”
She explained the feelings
she replicates in her installation. “If you think about [it],”
she said, “I’m very manipulative. I’m interweaving lots
of things. It’s not random.
… The power of consumer
culture … is really how you
catch people, even with lies
and conspiracy and sincerity.”
Inoue’s Tchotchke: The
Mass-Produced Sentimental
Object in Contemporary Art
is on display at the Gund Gal-
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EDITORIAL

Handling FinAid
This issue of the Collegian features stories of
students who have encountered difficulties at the
hands of the College’s financial aid system. Yet it’s
less of an issue of how much aid Kenyon offers and
more about how the situations are handled.
Many are probably unaware, as Associate
Dean of Admissions Darryl Uy stated, that merit
aid is a one-time shot. Students are unable to apply
for merit aid after they enroll at Kenyon. Likewise,
some of the policies surrounding aid aren’t quite
as obvious as we’d like them to be. The Kenyon
College webpage is unclear on how the process in
general works, and many students are unaware
that their financial aid packages — grants, merit,
loans and student employment opportunities —
are subject to change each year.
We understand that the College operates within a strictly defined budget, but Kenyon could do
more to help students in need of further financial
assistance. All students could benefit from more
transparent aid policies that map out eligibility requirements and clearly define when students can
and cannot apply for aid. Furthermore, the College could do more to advise and assist current students looking for monetary support from outside
organizations or from scholarship websites like
Fastweb. At such a small school, students should
receive the personal attention that they need.

BFC not to blame
Despite the large discrepancy between the
money awarded to student organizations and the
total amount they requested, the BFC is laregly
not too blame, for two reasons.
First, organizations often ask for more money
than they need. This strategy isn’t vain considering that last April organizations asked for less
funding, and thus, asking for more money turned
out to be in organizations’ favor.
Second, there are hundreds of interests one
could have but the 120 student organizations on
campus do not all represent distinct passions. For
example, La Tertulia and ADELANTE are both
groups that promote important Latin American
culture and have the opportunity to combine their
efforts and reach a greater audience. There are also
many organizations that most people have never
heard of, such as Transition Mission and the Humanist Association at Kenyon, because student
organizations are not required to host a certain
number of events or meetings each semester, unlike Greek organizations or theme housing. Student Council should begin insisting upon a certain level of involvement each semester so that
money can be consolidated and organizations can
have a bigger impact on campus.

The Kenyon Collegian welcomes your opinions
@Kenyon_Opinions. Share your thoughts: #QuickComplaints.
Write to us! Submit letters to the editor at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

CARTOON BY CHANDLER DAVIS

Lack of advertisement causes Greek tragedy
HANNAH LEE LEIDY
CONTRIBUTOR

I hate to say it, but I didn’t
know when Kenyon’s Rush
was until about two days ago.
I don’t think I’m unobservant
or clueless, though. Unlike
other colleges and universities, Kenyon tends to keep the
information available about
Greek life to a minimum,
which some students may prefer. But it can keep others in
the dark.
From what I’ve heard some
Kenyon students say, they
don’t want to partake in Greek
life because of the mainstream
definition of what the Greek
system embodies: exclusivity,
partying, hazing traditions
and paying lots of money for
it. We’ve all seen Animal House
and heard about wild frat parties from our friends at other
colleges, which helps contribute to our image of Greek life
and Rush Week. However, I’m
not sure how much I know
about Greek life that is actually unique to Kenyon.
Sure, we know different

Kenyon fraternities and sororities from signature events,
like Archons’ late-night pancakes or Alpha Delta Phi’s
breakfast burritos, and, of
course, some killer parties
different groups take turns
hosting. Beyond that, though,
I can’t say what I really know
about them.
I could rush, which would
provide me with more knowledge about Kenyon’s sororities
and fraternities. Yet with a
busy schedule, between classes and other extracurricular
activities, why should I take
precious time to participate
for an entire week in something I’m not sure I’m interested in?
A simple solution to enlighten first years and benefit
Kenyon’s sororities and fraternities would be to self-advertise more, whether through
email or on-campus activities.
While writing this article, I
filtered through my Kenyon
Gmail account to compare the
emails between Crozier and
anything pertaining to Greek
life. The vast difference be-
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“

The difference between [Crozier and Greek-related emails] made it apparent why I know so much
about Crozier and so little about Greek life, even
though I haven’t attended a meeting for either.”

tween the number of emails
sent from the two made it apparent why I know so much
about Crozier and so little
about Greek life, even though
I haven’t attended a meeting
for either.
Show students why they
should want to be a part of
that fraternity or sorority.
Don’t just bring them pancakes — bring them information, too.
Back in October, Thetas
hosted pumpkin-painting and
snacks on the First-Year Quad
for anyone who wanted a little
autumnal fun and to learn
about their sorority. This selfadvertising created an entertaining and engaging way for
students, especially first years,
to learn about Greek life.
Making the decision to
rush and, particularly, to join
a Greek organization can be
major. I’ve heard accounts of

people who joined a sorority or fraternity and decided
that it was not the right fit for
them, but who had already
paid their dues. The more
people know going into a decision, the better prepared
they are to make the right one.
Opening up the information and advertising Kenyon’s
Greek system more could
spark interest in people who
previously had none or give
them a different outlook on
the institution. It would benefit everyone for Greek organizations to explicitly initiate,
advertise and remind, remind,
remind people about Greek
activities or information sessions available for potential
members.
Hannah Lee Leidy ’18 is
undeclared from Elizabeth
City, N.C. She can be reached
at leidyh@kenyon.edu.
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“Je suis Ahmed” gets to the heart of the Paris attacks
VERNON SCHUBEL
CONTRIBUTOR

Last Friday I was heartened to see that Kenyon students had, on their own initiative, placed posters around
the campus which read “Je suis
Ahmed” and displayed a photo
of Ahmed Merabet, the French
police officer who was shot and
killed by the same terrorists
who murdered the cartoonists at Charlie Hebdo. Ahmed
Merabet was a Muslim who
gave his life protecting others. We should also remember
Lassan Bathily, a Malian Muslim who worked at the kosher
market where Amedy Coulibaly murdered four people. After
first hiding more than a dozen
customers in the stockroom
freezer he made his way out of
the building in order to provide
the police with a layout to the
store and a key to unlock the
metal blinds which surrounded
it. At great personal peril his
actions saved lives.
In the aftermath of the inexcusable murders in Paris, a
parade of ill-informed jour-

“

In the aftermath of the inexcusable murders in Paris, a parade of ill-informed
journalists, “terrorism experts” and politicians has flooded the media pontificating about a supposed clash of civilizations between Islam and “the West.” Muslim
voices have been notably absent from these discussions.”

nalists, “terrorism experts”
and politicians has flooded the
media pontificating about a
supposed clash of civilizations
between Islam and “the West.”
Muslim voices have been notably absent from these discussions. The questions posed
have been largely simplistic and
lacking in context: What is it
about Islam that leads to these
kinds of attacks? Is there something inherent in that religion
of Muslims that facilitates terrorism? Much of this discussion has assumed a binary between a civilized “West,” which
venerates free speech and the
right to criticize religion, and
a humorless “Islamic world,”
which cannot tolerate satire,
especially religious satire. Of
course, that binary is totally
false. Muslims, in fact, have a
long tradition of religious satire that pokes fun at the ulama

and other authority figures.
And Islam has produced a list
of its own notable “blasphemers,” such as Al-Hallaj, Hafiz
and Pir Shams, who are now
venerated as cultural heroes.
Some commentators, especially those on Fox News,
seem consciously committed to
generating a fear of Muslims.
Among them there has been a
peculiar obsession with President Obama’s refusal to use
the term “Islamic extremism”
to describe the killers. These
“experts” assert that Islam
taken to its extreme — a truly
radical Islam — must inevitably look like the violent and
intolerant religion of ISIS or
al-Qaeda, because, they insist,
violence and intolerance is the
very essence of Islam. This is,
of course, nonsense. The overwhelming majority of Muslims have unequivocally con-

To be or not to be Charlie
MORT GUINEY
CONTRIBUTOR

Last Friday in Peirce
Lounge my colleague, [Assistant Professor of French]
Pierre Dairon, organized
an informal public discussion, in which I was glad to
participate, on the recent
terrorist attacks in France.
The students, faculty members and other community
members who attended
asked questions and made
comments that placed the
spotlight squarely on some
of the most intractable
problems facing French
society and the rest of the
world. For example, why
did the 2,000 deaths at the
hands of Boko Haram in
Nigeria, which happened
in the same week, receive so
much less media attention
than the 17 deaths in Paris,
horrible as those were? Do
the constant descriptions
of the satirical magazine
Charlie Hebdo killings as a
conflict between radical Islam and freedom of speech
hide more fundamental social, economic and political issues? What changes,
revolutionary or evolutionary, must happen in French
society to guard against future events of this kind?
What about in the rest of
the world?
We discussed the fact
that France, unlike the
United States, has laws forbidding speech that constitutes “public incitement to

“

The bloodshed in Paris ... may have been
caused in small part by a disagreement over
what constitutes freedom of expression, but
more importantly, it is the symptom of a
much larger and more complex global crisis.”

racial hatred.” Is it therefore hypocritical for its
government to defend attacks on specific religions,
such as the publication
of satirical images of the
Prophet Muhammad that
many people consider to
be expressions of precisely
such hatred? A law passed
in 2004 prevents women
from wearing the traditional Muslim headscarf,
or hijab, while in a public
school, on the principle
that a secular society cannot tolerate “ostentatious”
signs of religious faith inside the space where initiation into citizenship is
supposed to occur. Is that
a good way to create a national community, or does
it only produce even more
alienation and resentment?
We will never know
what influence current
French laws may have had
on the three men who
murdered 11 Charlie Hebdo staff members, two policemen and four shoppers
at a kosher supermarket.
We do know, however,
that close to 10 percent of
French citizens identify as
Muslim. On average, they
are significantly worse off
economically and socially
than the other 90 percent,

and they make up 60 percent of the prison population (“Charlie Hebdo and
Free Expression,” The New
York Times, Jan. 19, 2015).
These statistics should
sound familiar in an
American society that falls
short of its own ideals of
liberty and equal opportunity. The bloodshed in Paris on January 7 may have
been caused in small part
by a disagreement over
what constitutes freedom
of expression, but more
importantly, it is the symptom of a much larger and
more complex global crisis.
To declare “I am Charlie”,
or “I am Ahmed” (in honor
of the slain Muslim policeman who was assigned to
protect the Charlie Hebdo office after it was firebombed several years ago),
is perhaps a recognition of
that fact, in addition to being a simple, straightforward expression of human
empathy for the victims.
Let’s hope that people also
see it as a call for the kind
of thoughtful, inquiring
spirit that characterized
last week’s discussion.
Mort Guiney is a professor of French. Contact him
at guiney@kenyon.edu.

demned the violence in Paris.
And Muslims are no more, or
less, prone to violence than any
other community. While it is
undeniable that some Muslims
find excuses for violence and
prejudice within their religious
tradition, they are certainly not
alone in that. Hindu nationalists have slaughtered Muslim
shopkeepers in India and Buddhist nationalists continue to
persecute the Muslim minority
in Burma. Should we somehow
place the blame for these atrocities on the entirety of the Hindu and Buddhist traditions?
If one feels the need to ask
what it is about Islam that led
the murderers to kill, surely one
is also obligated to ask what it
is about Islam that led Ahmed
Merabet and Lassan Bathily to
protect and defend others. Was
there something in Islam that
taught them to love and defend
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other people, even strangers?
Notions of love, both human
and divine, are central to the
Islamic tradition. Many Muslims assert that love is the true
essence of Islam — not only
love for God and the Prophet,
but also love for the poor, love
for the oppressed, in fact love
for all humanity because all
human beings are equal before
God. From this perspective the
truly radical Islam is the religion of proponents of universal love like Rabi’a, Rumi and
Pir Sultan Abdal and not the
aberrant doctrine associated
with al-Qaeda. The power of
the simple declaration “Je suis
Ahmed” is that it unambiguously affirms our common
humanity, no matter what our
faith or ethnicity. Let us hope
that this message of pluralism and inclusivity ultimately
drowns out the darker voices
promoting fear and division.
Vernon Schubel is a professor
of religious studies and director
of the Islamic civilization and
cultures concentration. Contact
him at schubel@kenyon.edu.

French values should reach
beyond national borders
MARION VALENTIN
CONTRIBUTOR

“I’d rather die standing than live on my
knees.” – late Editor of
Charlie Hebdo Stéphane
Charbonnier.
A few days ago, I attended
an
informal
round table about the
recent events in Paris.
After the meeting, a Kenyon student whose parents are French came
to me and asked: “So,
what did you think
about the talk? Do you
feel like ‘you are Charlie’?” I was a bit shaken by the meeting, and
I have to confess that
I did not have a clear
“yes” or “no” in mind.
When I heard Professor
Guiney and Professor
Dairon talking about
the attack against Charlie Hebdo, reality suddenly hit me: there has
been a terrorist attack
in Paris. The distance
from home added to the
“Kenyon bubble” we all
live in and prevented me
from truly grasping the
events. But when I sat in
Pierce Lounge and listened to people putting
facts into words, I realized what had happened.
In 1789, the French
people fought for what

“

When I saw how quickly people went
in the street and reacted on various social
networks, I was proud. I am proud. The whole
point of demonstrating is to show that if our
ideals are threatened, French people cannot
and will not stay silent.”

has now become our
motto: liberty, equality,
fraternity. Today, we are
not fighting for something new. We do not
ask for another revolution. We are rather willing to preserve and defend the existing values
of the French Republic.
When I saw how quick ly
people went in the street
and reacted on various
social networks, I was
proud. I am proud. The
whole point of demonstrating is to show that
if our ideals are threatened, French people
cannot and will not
stay silent. We want our
voice to be heard.
However, I believe
that the recent events
should be a reminder
that we are not invincible. As the country of
human rights, it is our
duty to step up against
terrorism, and condemn it. Nonetheless,
we should as well bear
in mind that we are not
the only victims of violent actions, and that

other countries need
help. We cannot pretend
to be involved against
terrorism and extremists if we close our eyes
on events such as the
massacres that recently
occurred in Nigeria, for
instance. If a nation can
rise and protest after the
killing of a dozen people, shouldn’t we react
even more fiercely when
thousands of innocents
are murdered in another
part of the world?
Now that I’ve had
time to ref lect upon the
opening question of this
article, “Do you feel like
‘you are Charlie’?,” all I
can think about is that
we are not separate individuals facing these
terrible events. We are
standing together, united. So to whoever wants
to know if I am Charlie
— I will answer, no, I am
not Charlie. We are.
Marion Valentin ’15 is
a visiting student from la
Sorbonne. Contact her at
valentinm@kenyon.edu.
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ASK A
PROFESSOR
What is your
New Year’s
Resolution?

“I have the same New
Year’s Resolution every
year: to give more of myself to my students.”
- Assistant Professor of
Spanish Travis Landry

“My New Year’s resolution is to have
no New Year’s resolutions.”
- Professor of Political Science
Fred Baumann

Professors’ pug digs old bones in anthropology’s Palme
Alfred the pug attends class and
comforts students.
AMY SHIRER
STAFF WRITER

Visitors to Palme House
have most likely encountered
a little black pug, Alfred,
who has been taking classes
at Kenyon since 2009 with
his owners J. Kenneth Smail
Professor Emerita Pat Urban
and J Kenneth Smail Professor of Anthropology Edword
Schortman. “He comes in
pretty much every day I come
in,” Schortman said. “He often refuses to come in on
Friday because he’s too tired,
but he will come in Monday
through Thursday usually.”
Over the years, Alfred has
become a local celebrity. A
deaf rescue dog, Alfred was
found abandoned by the side
of the road. His exact age is
unknown, but Schortman
believes he is around 13 or
14 years old. “He’s a very gregarious, self-important, opinionated animal,” Schortman
said. “He barks at people, and
I don’t know why. But he’s always very friendly towards

folks. He’s pretty calm, but
almost always hungry – pugs
are almost always hungry.
Even when they have eaten a
lot, they are still hungry. The
idea of food is very important to pugs.” In his free time,
Alfred enjoys arranging his
many stuffed toys and inserting them into shoes that people have left out on the floor.
Alfred is also available
during office hours. Paige
Ballard ’18 has Schortman as
her faculty advisor, and was “a
little freaked out” during her
first meeting with him due to
a slight fear of dogs, but Alfred eventually won her over.
“He’s great,” she said. “He
runs around and sniffs at my
feet. He joins in the conversation. He helps pick classes for
me, and sometimes he disagrees with Professor Schortman, but we work it out. We
all come to an agreement.” To
confirm that everyone in class
is comfortable with Alfred’s
presence, Schortman urges
anyone with concerns, such
as allergies or fear of dogs, to

talk to him. If there is a problem, Alfred will ‘dropout’ of
the session.
Jan Rivera-Pagan ’17
took Schortman’s Introduction to Archaeology class last
spring, and liked having the
four-legged teaching assistant
there. “Professor Schortman
would put Alfred on his lap
while he was lecturing, and
Alfred would make this purring sound,” she said. “It was
the most adorable thing, and
it brightened up my day. It was
an 8:10 a.m. class, so it was
tough. Alfred kept me going.”
Alfred’s presence also helped
fill the void of Rivera-Pagan
missing her own dog.
Having a dog in class or
at office hours could be distracting, but Alfred is wellbehaved. “For the most part,
Alfred did things on the
amusing side,” Rivera-Pagan
said. “He would walk around
and go underneath some of
the students’ desks. For example, if someone had a half-finished breakfast, he’d sniff at it
and be like, ‘OK, you can have
it.’” But, she mused, does that
really count as misbehaving?
Ballard said he never mis-

KATIE LOVINS | COLLEGIAN

Professors Schortman and Urban’s pug, Alfred, comes to class almost every day.
behaves. “He’ll bark, and
pant, but never in an interrupting manner,” she said.
Schortman called him a
“good companion,” explaining that he brings him to
classes because Alfred “gets
really lonely if he’s left at

home,” Schortman said. “A
great many students seem to
find him comforting to have
around. He seems to enjoy
being here. In general, I think
people either like him or are
somewhat indifferent towards
him.”

Alfred can often be found
in his favorite spot on campus,
which is his pillow in Schortman’s Palme House office. He
is quite fond of Kenyon, and
plans to continue in his current position for many years
to come.

Maintenance improves lives for Kenyon community
CLAIRE OXFORD
FEATURES ASSISTANT

The maintenance staff members
are arguably Kenyon’s unsung heroes.
Of course, many students are entirely friendly with the custodian
who cleans their dorm, or the utility
worker they see fixing a thermostat.
However, it can be easy for some to
take for granted the expertise in various maintenance positions, and the
importance of the maintenance community in students’ Kenyon experience.
Groundsperson Charles Hurlow
commented on the range of interactions with students he has experienced. “I treated lawns [in the past],
so I learned how to deal with all types
[of people] throughout that and it
became the same way here,” he said.
“You know, you have some people
that are really easy to get along with,
some people that think they know
more than you, so you have to figure
out a way to talk to people.”
While there are some Kenyon students who appear aloof with maintenance staff, most students are polite
in their interactions.
“I used to clean Higley [Hall],” custodian Rachel Postle said. “We would
start at 11 o’clock and some of the kids
in there that stayed late, we would talk
to them a little bit then. … Very nice,

very pleasant kids. … Some [students]
will just keep on walking, but … I do
that too sometimes. Depends on what
kind of mood you’re in, I guess.”
Outside of day-to-day conversations, positive student-staff relationships have also formed through
on-campus employment with maintenance itself. Savannah Daniels ’18,
an assistant at the Maintenance Department and a Collegian designer,
has found her work environment to
be open and receptive.
“There’s this one … nice man; he’s
a locksmith, his name is Dave, and he
always offers me coffee every day,” she
said. “They treat me like I’m a real employee and not just a student worker.”
This positive work environment
within Maintenance fosters a strong
sense of community among employees. Utility Person Jamie Hamm described his first impressions of Kenyon as a workplace as follows: “You
start here and you gain a family,” he
said. “It’s so different from, I don’t
want to call it the outside, but from
where I came from.”
Hurlow even called in a favor from
one of his co-workers and friends,
Grounds Person P. Brock Hopkins,
when he faced a Christmas-related
hurdle — warding off his young children’s growing doubts about the existence of Santa Claus.
“My kids had a discussion [one]
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Charles Hurlow [left] and Jamie Hamm [right] talk about their work and their relationships with their colleagues.
morning that they’re getting old
enough that they aren’t believing in
Santa Claus,” Hurlow said. “Well a
couple of years ago … I had Brock call
my kids. I gave him their wishlists.
He called me and asked for the kids,
pretended to be Santa and named off
what they wanted for Christmas. The
kids still remember that clear as day,”
he said. “And I think his number’s still
in my phone under ‘Santa Claus.’”
This [past] holiday season, “[Hopkins] call[ed] the kids and encourage them to be young as long as they
can and keep the faith of Santa Claus
alive,” Hurlow said. “And that’s what
we do here; he would do that for any-

body on Maintenance.”
Another key aspect of work at the
Maintenance Department is its interconnectedness with all parts of the
greater Kenyon community. “The
coaches will call me up at night and
be like, ‘What’s going on with the
field?’” according to Hurlow, who
added that professors “will stop and
ask me, ‘How do I get moles out of my
yard?’ ... There’s just open communication and friendliness … all the way
around campus.”
The maintenance network extends well beyond the College’s
boundaries, helping with a continual
process of education and innovation

in various trades. “We have a little
network within the turf nerd community,” Hurlow said. “The guys in
professional stadiums might learn
something from the guy at Kenyon
College. And we’re not afraid to …
exchange ideas.”
Despite the fact that Maintenance
has such far-reaching connections to
the world outside of Kenyon, the focus among employees is ultimately on
students’ well-being. “First and foremost that’s why we’re here, for you
guys,” Hamm said. “And I absolutely
think that’s the way it should be. Because if you’re not comfortable then
neither are we.”
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Southside Diner offers customers breakfast of champions
Southside Diner feeds around 1,100 people
every Sunday.
EMMA WELSH-HUGGINS
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday mornings and
weekday evenings, students
often make their way into
Mount Vernon for a taste of
home. Although best known
and enjoyed for its all-day
breakfast menu, R & M Southside Diner in Mount Vernon offers a wider variety of
choices than most are aware.
As Assistant Manager Andrew Wichart explained, “We
try to make sure that there’s
something for everyone, and,
you know, we sell everything
from Chinese to American to
Mexican.” Part of the establishment’s appeal is that “if
someone wants to come in
and get a $5 lunch they can;
if someone wants to come in
and get $12 lunch, you know,
they can,” he said. The appeal
is doing its job because on a
typical Sunday, the restaurant
serves around 1,100 people,
according to Wichart.
When Roger McCoy and
Myron Coblentz opened the
diner in 1996, the building
had already spent years serving up comfort to the community. Originally opened
as a Perkin’s Restaurant in
1964, it switched hands and
purposes until McCoy and
Coblentz’s purchase in 1995.
And although it has stayed
under the same ownership
since then, “everything has
changed,” said dining room

manager and employee of 16
years, De Ann Ritchie. “We
used to run a lot smallerscale, run with a lot fewer
servers.” But over the 20 years
of its business, growing appreciation of the restaurant’s
friendly atmosphere and fast
service quickly created a need
for expansion.
Another popular aspect
of the restaurant is its eclectically retro — think 1950s
— furnishings, from records
hung on the wall to antique
car details to old James Dean
movie posters. Indeed, the
main dining room is evocative of a bygone era. As Sarah
Nourie ’17 said, the experience “takes you back in time
to when breakfast really mattered.” The decorations are, in
fact, from McCoy’s personal
collection, amassed over the
past few decades. He has such
a large collection that the
pieces are often rearranged or
switched out every few weeks,
in part to keep regulars, such
as P.F. Kluge, Kenyon’s writer in residence, on their toes.
“At breakfast I always order cornmeal mush — which
would be called polenta in a
pricey Italian place — and
link sausages,” Kluge, who
also serves as the Collegian’s
advisor, wrote in an email.
As mentioned above, affordable and friendly service has
been a constant for the establishment. The restaurant has
served dozens of generations
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“

We try to make sure
that there’s something for
everyone, and, you know,
we sell everything from
Chinese to Amerian to
Mexican [food].”

Andrew Wichart, Southside
Assistant Manager

of Kenyon students, always
offering a student discount
(5% off ) and catering to the
changing needs of the student body. Wichart said that
student use of the restaurant
has changed over time. Some
years students come in large
groups to do homework on
weeknights, while other years
students mainly come for
brunch in small groups of two
or three.
Over the last two decades,
many restaurants in the area
have fallen victim to a depressed economy or lack of
patronage. But as Wichart
emphasized, Southside’s success has come from “hitting
multiple markets, multiple
age ranges [and] multiple demographics.” In addition to
Kenyon and other college students in the area, Mount VerREBECCA DANN | COLLEGIAN
non and other Gambier residents make sure the dining Southside Diner’s dining rooms walls are lined with local decor.
room is always busy, with new
and old faces coming in to enjoy a meal with friends and
Southside menu favorites:
family. As Julia Kaplan ’17
put it, “It’s not just its comBelgian waffles
Homemade soups
fort food and delicious milkMilkshakes
Gus Buster Breakfast
shakes, but the local charm
Southside omelet Stuffed French toast
that makes the experience as
enjoyable as it is.”

Senior Class Total:

25

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

Lila Greco ’15

27

24

Alexa McElroy ’16

Emma Klein ’17

Clare Livingston ’18

23

Attacks on what French
magazine spurred protests
this month?

Charlie Hebdo

Charlie Hebdo

Charlie Hebdo

Charlie Hebdo

Charlie Hebdo

Which team won the 2015
College Football National
Championship?

Ohio State University

OSU

Ohio State

Ohio State

OSU

What film won the 2015
Golden Globe for Best
Motion Picture — Drama?

Boyhood

Boyhood

Boyhood

Boyhood

The Muppets Take
Manhattan

Which season of HBO’s Girls
premiered this past weekend?

Four

Fourth season

Season four

Season four

The imaginary kind

Weekly Scores

4

4

4

2
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UPCOMING EVENTS
TRACK AND FIELD
JAN. 24

AT

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER
QUAD MEET

WOOSTER, OHIO
12 P.M.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

MEN’S BASKETBALL

JAN. 24

SWIMMING AND DIVING

JAN. 24

VS.

HIRAM
COLLEGE

JAN. 30

VS.

HIRAM
COLLEGE

GAMBIER, OHIO
1 P.M.

AT

GAMBIER, OHIO
3 P.M.

OHIO WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY

DELAWARE, OHIO
6:30 P.M.

Women’s basketball starts the semester off with two wins
After a losing streak during winter break,
the Ladies are back claiming wins.
REBECCA DANN
SPORTS ASSISTANT

The Kenyon women’s basketball team has
had a successful start to
the semester this week,
breaking their losing
streak of six games with
two solid wins against
fellow
North
Coast
Athletic
Conference
(NCAC) teams, Denison
University and the College of Wooster. These
two wins improved their
NCAC record from 1-4
to 3-4, and their overall
record to 5-10.
The Ladies appeared
to have faced tough
competition over winter
break, even when they
played their opponents
on their home court.
The team began the new
year with a game against
Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU), on Jan. 3,
losing 43-51. However,
they began the game
strong and quickly took
the lead with a score of
16-4, but after about 10
minutes of play, OWU
grabbed control of the
court, up 28-21 by half-

time. Kenyon was unable to catch up and regain their lead, letting
OWU claim the win.
Later in the week on
Jan. 7, the Ladies took
on a second loss to
Oberlin College with a
score of 40-56. Oberlin
dominated the court as
they led Kenyon 37-16
by halftime. The Ladies put in a good effort
during the second half,
outscoring the competition by five points, but
it wasn’t enough to tie
up the game. Kenyon
then took on number
12-ranked DePauw University, which remains
undefeated within the
NCAC. The DePauw Tigers won 72-39.
After three tough
losses, the Ladies were
due for a win. The team
won their first game
back from winter break
on their home court,
beating Denison 6152. The game was close
throughout most of the
first half, but with about
three minutes left in the
game, Kenyon gained
control with an impres-
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Lauren Kriete ’15 passes the ball to teammate Sarah Hobbs ’15 during their game against Denison last week.
sive 10-point lead. Kenyon held this advantage
for the rest of the game,
allowing the Ladies to
grab the win. Bailey
Dominguez ’17 led the
team with a total of 16
points and Avery Anderson ’15 followed close
behind with a total of 11
points, while both Sidney Cera ’17 and Lauren

Kriete ’15 contributed a
total of nine points.
The team next travelled to the College of
Wooster last Saturday
and won 65-52. Dominguez had another impressive game, contributing a total of 10
points. Newcomer Griffin Tullis ’18 stepped
up her game and lead

the team with a total of
11 points. The Fighting
Scots only got ahead of
the Ladies once during
the game after just the
first three minutes of
play, but Kenyon quickly tied the score a minute later, taking the lead
with a three-pointer
made by Miranda Diesz
’17. Kriete and Sarah

Hobbs ’15 also added to
the win, contributing
seven points each.
Last night, the Ladies
continued
conference
play as they took on another school of Tigers,
Wittenberg University
at home in the Tomsich
Arena. Unfortunately,
the Ladies lost to the Tigers 49-39.

It’s all in the name: soccer’s Sams earn D3soccer.com honors

“

OLIVER DEBARROS
STAFF WRITER

Sam Clougher ’17 has just been
named D3soccer.com’s Goalkeeper of the Year, but he’s not getting
cocky about it. In fact, Clougher argued that he wouldn’t have gotten
the honor without the hard work of
fellow D3soccer.com honoree Sam
Justice ’15 and the rest of the Lords’
defense. “To be honest, I didn’t do
much,” Clougher said. “I didn’t have
to make a mistake; I didn’t get the
ball because Sam wouldn’t let me.”
The entire roster of the men’s
soccer team have a lot to be proud
of. Their 2014 season will go down
as one of the most successful in
the program’s history. The Lords
claimed the program’s first-ever
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) Tournament win and advanced to the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) Sweet
16 for the second year in a row. The
team held its highest national ranking in over a decade and broke multiple team records. The Lords were
recognized with many team and
individual awards by several voting

In order to get put on this list, we had to have a great
season collectively as a team.”
Sam Justice ’15
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Sam Clougher ’17, left, and Sam Justice ’15 are Division-III All-Americans.
committees, most recently D3soccer.com, which recognized Justice
and Clougher as Division-III AllAmericans.
“It’s cool to be recognized,” Justice said. “Obviously, it [also] speaks
to the success of our program. I
think Sam and I had great seasons
individually, but in order to get put
on this list, we had to have a great
season collectively as a team.”
Clougher, who was also named
D3soccer.com’s Goalkeeper of the
Year, further emphasized the team’s
role in receiving his personal ac-

colade. “I didn’t expect it at all,” he
said. “I spent the whole year behind
by far the best back four in the country; until the very last game, we had
the best stats in the country by far. If
any of the five of us got something,
you take it as a whole unit.”
For Justice, the award caps a
great career at Kenyon where he was
a four-year starter. “It’s definitely
cool to go out like this with the season we’ve had,” he said. “We were
ranked number two for most of the
season. ... Of course, we have important players on the team from all of

the different classes, and the sophomore class right now — those players really changed the complexion
of our program.”
Justice and his fellow seniors on
the team joined the program after a very talented and large senior
class had graduated in 2011. Their
first season with the program saw
several growing pains as the thennewcomers tried to carve out a role
in the program as first years.
“We improved a little bit each
year,” Justice said. “There’s kind of
this progression that we had as a
team, and I think me getting this
recognition is kind of a culmination
of all that. We’re finally recognized
for having good players.”
Clougher, however, will seek to
continue the program’s winning
tradition for the next two years.
Much like in Justice’s first year, next
season the Lords will be looking for
several players to step in and fill the

holes left by the Class of 2015.
The Lords are returning several
key players, too, which may help
ease the transition. “We know it’s
going to be really tough next year,”
Clougher said. “We’ve got a lot of
players that we’ve lost but, as Sammy [Justice] said, we’ve got the likes
of Jordan [Glassman ’17], we’ve got
Josh Lee who’s also a sophomore,
we’ve got Tony [Amolo ’17], who
I’ve spent three years now with. Jeremiah [Barnes ’16] is coming back as
captain. He’s a good player and he’s
going to keep the winning ways going. He was there for the last tough
season so he has that experience.”
The Lords certainly have their
work cut out for them next season.
Graduating players such as Justice
are leaving some big shoes to fill.
However, it’s hard to count against
them with such a group of young returning players, who also contributed greatly to the team’s 2014 success.
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Swimmers take on Oakland

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

The Lords take second place while the Ladies take third in
the first meet back since winter training.
REBECCA DANN
SPORTS ASSISTANT

After wrapping up a training trip in warm and sunny
Sarasota, Fla., the Kenyon
men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams traveled to cold and snowy Rochester, Mich. this past weekend
to participate in the Oakland Winter Invite. Both the
Lords and Ladies faced tough
competition. “It’s typically a
very challenging meet for us
to travel out there and swim
against some pretty good opponents in that environment,
but I thought we rose to the
challenge quite well,” Head
Coach Jess Book ’01 said.
Out of the four teams at the
meet, the Lords placed second
with a total of 822.5 points,
while the Ladies placed third
with a total of 821 points. It was
a close meet for both teams, as
the Lords only trailed the firstplace home team, the Oakland
University Golden Grizzlies,
by about seven points, while
the Ladies could have grabbed
second place from the University of Cincinnati with an additional five points.
“It’s always challenging the
first meet back because we’re
coming back from Florida,
which was tough training,
and then we’re getting back to
school and it’s our first week
of new classes and the new semester,” Mariah Williamson
’16 said. “But I think we did a
really good job at overcoming
all of those challenges and racing.”
The Lords had several
impressive performances by
several younger members of
the team. Arthur Conover
’17 placed in a total of three
events: third in the 500-yard
freestyle with a time of 4:36.10,
fifth in the 400-yard individual medley (IM) with a time
of 4:06.86 and second in the
1,000-yard freestyle coming
in at 9:32.90. Ryan Funk ’16
also put up some impressive
times, as he placed second in

the 50-yard freestyle with a
time of 21.25 and sixth in the
100-yard butterfly with a time
of 51.35, along with competing
in two relays. Ian Reardon ’17
also placed twice during the
meet, claiming third place in
both the 200-yard IM and the
200-yard breaststroke, with
times of 1:54.85 and 2:07.09,
respectively.
“It was a positive meet,”
Book said. “One of [the objectives at one of] our team meetings at the end of the meet was
to try not to reduce it down to
a single word — ‘It was good,’
‘It was bad’ — but try to see
that there were learning opportunities, there were successes and there were missed
opportunities in every meet as
well. And so there were some
things that we can be very ex-

“

It’s always challenging the first
meet back because
we’re coming back
from Florida.”

Mariah Williamson ’16

cited about, but there are some
things that we can work on
as well. But overall, it was a
strong meet for us.”
The women’s team also
had several impressive performances that helped them
claim the third-place spot.
Williamson won the 1,000yard freestyle with a time of
10:17.98, which was approximately 15 seconds faster than
the next closest swimmer’s.
She also placed in three other
events, coming sixth in the
200-yard backstroke (2:10.20)
and second in both the 500yard freestyle (4:57.40) and
the 400-yard IM (4:31.05).
Newcomer Kanchi Desai ’18
also had a solid performance
throughout the meet, as she
placed third in the 200-yard
butterfly (2:09.47) and fifth
in the 400-yard IM (4:34.07).
Katie Kaestner ’16 was another strong competitor among

those who placed in two
events, as she claimed second
place in the 200-yard IM with
a time of 2:08.87 and fifth in
the 200-yard breaststroke
with a time of 2:23.42. Diver
Maria Zarka ’16 competed
well that day, too, and managed to claim second place in
the three-meter diving event,
earning a score of 234.45.
“This past meet was a twoday meet, which is always
challenging because you have
to get up the next morning
and swim again,” Williamson
said. “But it’s good practice for
the championship meets that
are coming up, and I think
that we did a really good job of
not being tired this past weekend.”
The Lords and Ladies both
have this coming weekend off
from competition but they
will use this time to prepare to
face two North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) teams
— Ohio Wesleyan University
and Wittenberg University —
two weeks from now.
“Some people will have
been a week into rest at that
point, and some people will
have not started [rest,] so we’ll
be at various stages of preparedness,” Book said. “But no
matter what stage we’re in, it’s
important to get up and race a
little bit.”
The teams are already
looking ahead to the NCAC
championships in February,
working to ensure that they
are fully rested and prepared.
“Our next meet is really a
springboard into conference,
which is a month away, and
then NCAAs [National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division III Championships],
which is a couple months
away,” Williamson said. “And
in this point in the season, it
becomes less about really hard
training and more about finetuning, resting and focusing
on the little details, which is
going to be challenging, but I
think we’re headed for an exciting end of the season.”
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After besting the Big Red, Lords fall to the Little Giants
BEN PAYNER
STAFF WRITER

The new year did not treat
the Lords basketball team well
as they dropped four straight
games before beating rival
Denison University 72-69 on
Jan. 14, but then lost a hardfought matchup last Saturday
afternoon against the Wabash
College Little Giants 60-56.
The win over Denison was a
big one for two reasons. First,
the Lords could not afford to
let their losing streak reach
five games. Second, such rivalry games are huge for a team’s
momentum; records don’t
matter in these types of games
and winning can set the tone
for the rest of the season going
forward. The standouts in this
game were Tim Connolly ’16,
Brien Comey ’16 and Jonathan
Amador ’15, each contributing

double-digit point totals and
efficient shooting from the
field. Combined, they scored
44 points on 18-30 (60 percent) shooting.
The Lords’ struggles over
the break were largely attributed to poor play on the offensive end. It was huge to get a
strong offensive showing from
Connolly and Comey, but especially Amador off the bench.
Amador is a streaky scorer and
athletic wing defender who responded admirably to being
benched just before break. He
still plays a handful of meaningful minutes and now provides an off-the-bench scoring
punch with Dan Voigt ’16.
Even though the box score
indicates a three-point victory, the margin was more comfortable than that. Denison hit
a three with 0.1 seconds left to
cut the lead in half from 6 to

3. Strong late-game free throw
shooting closed out the game
for the Lords.
The Lords rode the momentum from their win over
Denison into another conference showdown with a solid
Wabash team. Unfortunately,
the Lords did not have enough
to pull off the upset and fell at
home. A hard-fought first half
had the Lords trailing by five
heading into halftime. Alexander Powell ’18 had a coming-out party in the first half,
scoring 11 of the Lords’ 23
points — the Lords as a team
shot 35.7 percent in the first
half but Powell was hot, going
perfect from the field, including two three-pointers. The
second half was highly contested with Wabash getting its
biggest lead of the game, up
by seven, after a three-pointer
with 1:24 left. The shot was a

dagger. On the previous two
possessions, while only down
four, the Lords had critical
turnovers and failed to even
get a shot.
Powell finished the day
with a career-high 15 points,
four rebounds and a highlight
reel block. In a classy move,
Powell attributed his success
to his older teammates. “College basketball is an adjustment from high school basketball because of the speed and
physicality,” he said. “Once I
figured out some tricks from
the older guys, it has become
much simpler.” He said he
just wants to “contribute [to
the team] in any way possible.” Powell represents a youth
movement for the Lords and
Head Men’s Basketball Coach
Daniel Priest. Perhaps due to
the losing streak and an injury
for Connor Garrity ’15, Priest

shuff led his rotation and now
starts Powell with his classmates Phillip Crampton ’18
and Bennett Grigull ’18.
With half of the conference schedule left, the Lords
have time and are in a position to improve their standing. Currently they are tied
for fifth in the North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC)
with four games out of first.
Connolly made it clear that
while the team isn’t looking
at the standings, they know
“anything can happen in the
league, so there’s no team
that is safe.” Connolly provided some insight into how
the team can move up in the
standings, saying, “Basketball
has been and always will be
about getting buckets, so we
just have to keep doing that
and we’ll be in a good position
to contend.”

Lords and Ladies go back to the track for OWU Triangular
Indoor track and field competed in their first scored meet
of the season this past Saturday with steady success.
ANNA DUNLAVEY
SPORTS EDITOR

The men’s and women’s indoor track and
field teams hit the ground
running at the start of
the semester, traveling
to Delaware, Ohio last
Friday to compete in the
Ohio Wesleyan University Triangular. Although
neither the Lords’ nor the
Ladies’ entire roster attended the meet, the runners who did compete all
performed well, and both
teams came in third at
the meet.
“It was a nice start

[to the year] where the
people who ran can get
a benchmark of where
they’re at, where they
need to go and what they
need to do to get there,”
Head Coach Duane Gomez said.
Jonah Edwards ’18 —
only two meets into her
Kenyon career — has already established herself
as a conference threat.
The first year won the
60-meter dash with a
time of 8.03 seconds, the
fastest time in the North
Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) this season
so far. According to Go-

mez, Edwards also finished with a faster time
than Sierra DeLeon ’14,
who holds the College record time for the 60-meter dash, delivered at the
same meet last year.
Subei Kyle ’17 placed
fifth in the 60-meter dash
with a time of 8.65, and
later placed second in
the 200-meter dash with
a time of 28.45. Claire
HarnEnz ’17 finished
third in the 400-meter dash with a time of
1:05.42 and Aisha Simon
’15 took fourth place in
the 800-meters with a
time of 2:32.77. In field

“

The people who ran can get a benchmark
of where they’re at, where they need to go and
what they need to do to get there.”
Duane Gomez, Head Indoor Track Coach

events, Devron Martin
’17 placed second in the
high jump at 1.47 meters.
While the Ladies excelled in the sprints, the
Lords were most successful in distance running. Kenyon runners
took four of the top six
spots in the 3,000-meter
run: Sam Lagasse ’16 finished first with a time of
8:47.78, Nat Fox ’16 finished third with a time of
9:23.78, Eric Thornton ’18
finished fifth with a time

of 9:51.69 and Andres
Herrera ’16 finished sixth
with a time of 10:07.40.
The Lords earned 14 of
their total 21 points from
that race.
However, the Lords
did have some good
sprint performances. Alton Barbehenn ’17 placed
fourth in the 800-meters
at 2:09.12. Tanner Zaas
’15 finished fifth in the
400-meter dash at 57.21
and Oliver Hightower
’18, in his first collegiate

meet, came in sixth in
the 60-meter dash at 7.27.
Hightower also competed
in the 60-meter hurdles,
in which he placed fourth
with a time of 8.64.
This weekend, the
Lords and Ladies will
compete at the NCAC
Quad meet at the College of Wooster, where
they will face Wooster,
Denison
University
and Allegheny College.
The meet is “always a
fun one,” Zaas said.
“Wooster’s a fast track
and it’s some good competition — they’re teams
that we generally compete well with. It’s one of
our favorite meets of the
year.”

